
We are pleased to announce that the 2010 North Carolina Community College Basic 

Skills¨ Family Literacy Conference will be held August 4 -6, 2010, at the Twin City 

Quarter in Winston -Salem, N. C.   

The emphasis this year is on transitioning to post-secondary education and training,  

transitioning to the workforce, and workforce skills.  
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INS ID E  T H IS  

IS S U E :  

BASIC SKILLS 

Contact: Katie Waters,  

(919) 807-7136  

watersk@nccommunitycolleges.edu 

GED Training, August 3-4 
Credentialing, August 3 
CASAS Training, August 2-4 
Wonderlic, August 4 

Take Advantage of These  
Interesting and Informative  

Pre -conference Sessions  

Registration is now open for the Basic Skills Family Literacy Conference.  

http://www.continuingeducation.ncsu.edu/BasicSkills/   

Click  on any of the sand castles throughout the newsletter to register for the conference. 

http://www.continuingeducation.ncsu.edu/BasicSkills/
mailto:watersk@nccommunitycolleges.edu
http://www.continuingeducation.ncsu.edu/BasicSkills/
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From the 

desk of :  

Randy  

Whitfield  

Activities occurring at the state and national levels may impact Basic Skills!  The following is a brief synopsis 

of some activities: 

National  

Members of Congress are now taking a closer look at legislation for our field.  The Senate version of the 

bill focuses on coordination between the different titles (Title I, JobLink, and Title II, adult education).  

The House version is more client-centered and is focused on what our programs do for our clients.  We 

probably will not have new legislation until the new Congress comes in next January.  Dr. Lennox 

McLendon will address new legislation at our August conference. 

The United States Department of Education is hosting a meeting for State Directors on August 4-5, 

2010, to discuss possible revisions to the National Reporting System.  Even if legislation does not pass, 

Dr. Brenda Dann-Messier, Assistant Secretary of Education, plans to implement some changes to the 

NRS. 

State  

Basic Skills Plus is a bill that has been introduced in the North Carolina General Assembly which will  

allow local programs to use 20% of their Basic Skills state funds to pay Occupational or Developmental 

Studies instructorsô salaries if Basic Skills students are enrolled in the classes.  Students would not have 

to pay registration fees.  If this bill passes, the System Office is considering having several colleges pilot 

this program to work out details.  

The Developmental Education Initiative Task Force met on June 2, 2010, in Raleigh to finalize its  

three-year workplan.  One goal is to enhance  collaboration between Basic Skills and Developmental 

Education.  

                           

National and State News Briefs 

For more information on this training and other available training, visit the Basic Skills  

Professional Development website at  

http://www.ncccs.cc.nc.us/Basic_Skills/professional_development.htm.  

T h o m a s  D i s m u k e s ,  m o t i v a t i o n a l  

storyteller, humorist and adventurer  

Israel Mendoza, Director, Adult Basic  

Education Office, Washington State Board for 

Community and Technical Colleges 

Steve Grinstead , Founder and Director of  

Coalition for Crime Prevention 

L in da Koby l a rz ,  N at io na l  Ca re e r  

Development Association 

Lynwood Montel , dynamic speaker and author 

of 22 books, University of Western  

Kentucky 

Lennox McLendon , Executive Director of 

the National Adult Education Professional 

Development Consortium 

John Fleischman, Director of Technology 

Services, Sacramento County Office of  

Education    

Tawan Perry , dynamic speaker and  

award-winning author 

This Yearôs Cannot-miss Speakers Include:  

Contact: Randy Whitfield, (919) 807-7132  

whitfieldr@nccommunitycolleges.edu 
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http://www.ncccs.cc.nc.us/Basic_Skills/professional_development.htm
mailto:whitfieldr@nccommunitycolleges.edu
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NC Instructor Credentialing 

Instructors interested in pursuing a Level 1 or Level 2 Basic Skills  Instructor Credential are 

encouraged to attend the Credentialing Orientation Pre-Conference to be held on August 3 

from 1:00 - 4:00 p.m.  Training for certified credentialing coaches will be conducted on 

August 3 from 9:00 a.m. - noon.  Program directors will receive more information within 

the next few weeks. 

 

Additional information can be accessed at  

http://ncbsonline.net/Credential%20Project/Credential.htm  

 

You are invited to be a part of the EL/Civics  

Professional Development at the 2010 NCCCS  

Basic Skills/Family Literacy Conference on 

Wednesday, August 4 at 2:30pm.  

Hereôs an opportunity to showcase your FY 2009 

ï 2010 and the on-going FY 2010 EL Civics  

Education projects.  If this is your first poster 

session, you will enjoy the relaxed atmosphere! 

The poster session is an open venue that allows 

instructors to ñpick and chooseò the various  

project (s) that is/are interesting to them.  

As a poster session presenter, you typically have 

one-on-one conversations with interested  

participants.  This opportunity allows instructors 

and colleges to network and collaborate building 

a community of civic educators.  Come and learn 

more about English Literacy/Civics Education! 

 

EL Civics Project Networking  

From the desk 

of :  

Kathi Polis  

Basic Skills/Family Literacy  

Conference  

August 4 -6, 2010 

Twin City Quarter  

Winston-Salem, NC 

Contact: Kathi Polis, (919) 807-7180 

pollisk@nccommunitycolleges.edu 

  This fall, there will be an 

open application for new 

grantees to apply for EL 

Civics Education funds.  Please 

attend the conference information 

session on Wednesday, August 4, 

at 2:30pm.  

Contact: Karen Brown, (919) 807-7140 

kbrown@nccommunitycolleges.edu 

From the desk 

of :  

Karen Brown  

http://www.continuingeducation.ncsu.edu/BasicSkills/
mailto:pollisk@nccommunitycolleges.edu
mailto:kbrown@nccommunitycolleges.edu
mailto:kbrown@nccommunitycolleges.edu
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Local Program Highlights 

Basic Skills/Family  

Literacy  

Conference  

August 4 -6, 2010 

Reading Connections 

òGet Not Out of Your Lifeó  
Reading Connections has launched a ñGet Not Out of Your Lifeò advertising campaign to direct adults to  
lifelong learning resources. Billboards will appear courtesy of Fairway Outdoor Advertising in eight Piedmont 
Triad counties while two PSA ads will run on WFMY News 2 through June 4th. The PSAs highlight stories of 
adults who took ñnotò out of their lives and advanced their careers through education. ñWe really believe this 
program can change lives. It breaks my heart when people give up on themselves. If we can help just a few 
people find the courage to give themselves another chance, weôll have done a great thing for the community,ò 
says Theresa Reynolds, Senior Vice President of the Piedmont Triad Partnership, which developed the  
campaign materials.  

A surprising number of Triad adults lack basic skills. In some Triad counties, up to 70% of adults are unable to 
read at a high school level. Reading Connectionsô Executive Director Jennifer Gore says, ñIf we want to  

transform our region and be economically competitive, we have to change cultural attitudes toward education. 
With most jobs requiring at least a GED and many requiring higher education, we need every adult to reach 
hard to fulfill his or her potential.ò 

The campaign directs adults to  
resources like Reading Connections, 
community colleges, and other literacy 
service providers. A list of Triad  
literacy providers can be found at  
w w w. t r i a d wo r k s . o r g / L i t e r a cy . 
 
For information on using ñGet Not Out 
of Your Lifeò campaign materials,  
contact Marcy Ray (mray@readingconnections.org).  

Contact: Marcy Ray  

mray@readingconnections.org 

Rockingham County Literacy Project 

One of our ABE classes makes 
cards for each holiday using 
Printshop.  They print their 
names on the back, print  
envelopes (learning the parts of 
the envelope and the proper 
way to address it), and learn  
computer skills. 

Everyday Learning Opportunities 

System Office Contact: Jan Hastings, (919) 807-7144 

hastingsj@nccommunitycolleges.edu 

http://www.continuingeducation.ncsu.edu/BasicSkills/
http://www.triadworks.org/Literacy
mailto:mray@readingconnections.org
mailto:mray@readingconnections.org
mailto:whitfieldr@nccommunitycolleges.edu
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Paying it Forward 
The Moore County Literacy Council has recently added three student volunteers. These students act as liaisons between 
the agency and our other students. There are 2 men (one who speaks Spanish and one who speaks English) and one 
Spanish speaking woman. 

Each month we give these student volunteers a list of students to call. On the list is the first name of the  
person to call, a phone number and several sentences describing the information we are seeking or the task we are  
asking them to do. Some calls are to welcome new students, some are to see why we havenôt heard from a student and 
some calls are to encourage a student to return. The volunteers are instructed to be polite and share their own  
experience with the agency if it is appropriate. When each of the calls is completed, the student volunteer writes a  
paragraph giving the results of the conversations. The calls can be made from our office with or without the help of their 
tutor.  

This process has helped us get more accurate feedback from students. They seem to be more comfortable speaking 
about problems to a fellow student.  It has been very rewarding to see students turn around and give back to the 
agency at the same time they are improving their reading, writing and oral skills.  

Moore County Literacy Council 

Contact: Pam Giambelluca, (910) 692-5954  

pammclc@nc.rr.com 

One of our ABE classes has 

little parties for each holiday.  
They talk about what they 
would like for their tutor and 
me to purchase, how much 
each item will cost, how many 
items to purchase, where to 
purchase, etc., learning math 

and consumer life skills. 

Rockingham County Literacy Project (cont.) 

Contact: Jean Light Kinyon, (336) 627-0007  

jkinyon@rcliteracyproject.org  

Visit our website at www.rcliteracyproject.org . 

The students in one of our ESL classes take turns 
bringing different native foods to class and  
sharing them.  They discuss the ingredients, 
where purchased, how eaten, preparation, what is 
usually eaten or drunk w/each, etc. Students learn  
different cultural practices and consumer life skills.  

Mildred, Teacher Davene, &  

Frances learning about  

planning a little party  

Maria G, Maria A, Martha, Vittorio, 

& Teacher Davene learning about 

Mexican & Italian foods  

Angel, Carina, Isabel, Teacher 

Holly, & Ulises learning about 

vegetables  

mailto:pammclc@nc.rr.com
mailto:jkinyon@rcliteracyproject.org
http://www.rcliteracyproject.org


Torn From Home: My Life as a Refugee 

P A G E  6  

The Hickory Museum Of Art presented a traveling exhibition on the world's refugees which takes people on 
a hands on journey into the lives of millions of refugees who were forced to flee their homes in conflict  
regions throughout the world and live in camps. Two of our ESL families were featured on video to tell their 
story with the help of Jay Parsons, one of our ESL students. We took our ESL classes to see the exhibition. 
It was a great field trip for us. Several of our students from Laos lived in the camps pictured in the exhibit. 
It was educational for the museum staff as well as our ESL staff.  

Hispanic Heritage Day 
A Hispanic Heritage Day program featured ESL  

students from several Latin American countries  

dancing in costume followed by a luncheon featuring                                          

    cultural foods. 

Sampson Community College 

B A S I C  S K I L L S  E - N E W S  

Catawba Valley Community College 
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Contact: Sandie Loyer , (828) 327-7000, ext. 4352 

sloyer@cvcc.edu 

mailto:sloyer@cvcc.edu
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Basic Skills/Family Literacy  

Conference  

August 4 -6, 2010 

Twin City Quarter  

Winston-Salem, NC 

The Fourth Annual Spelling Bee was held at night, followed by dinner provided by  

students, faculty, and staff.  

Fourth Annual Spelling Bee  

Sampson Community College (cont.) 

Contact: Candace C. Taylor, (910)592-8081 ext.3514  

ctaylor@sampsoncc.edu 

Nydia Gonzalez, (910) 592-8081 ext. 3515 

NGonzalez@sampsoncc.edu  
More happenings at Sampson Community  

 College:  

The Director, ESL Coordinator, and ESL students founded 

the summer "ladies" club called 4 Ever Friends to promote 

social confidence.  The club attended luncheons, took field 

trips to a local gift shop, and had a spa day at the campus  

cosmetology department, etc. 

The ESL students performed a musical play on Mexican 

Christmas Traditions for the Curriculum Student Support 

Services Department. 

A Black History Program was held in February followed by a 

soul luncheon provided by the SCC Foundation. 

A summer Comp Ed variety show is held every year by the 

125+ students followed by lunch provided by the SCC  

Foundation. 

System Office Contact: Jan Hastings, (919) 807-7144 

hastingsj@nccommunitycolleges.edu 

http://www.continuingeducation.ncsu.edu/BasicSkills/
mailto:ctaylor@sampsoncc.edu
mailto:NGonzalez@sampsoncc.edu
mailto:whitfieldr@nccommunitycolleges.edu


Mama Dips Into Black History 

P A G E  8  
L
o

c
a

l 
P

ro
g

ra
m

 H
ig

h
li
g

h
ts

 

Wake Technical Community College 

On Tuesday, February 16th ABE students prepared and hosted a luncheon to celebrate Black History Month. 
While discussing well known African American cooks and the ñsoul foodò tradition, nationally recognized  
cookbook author and restaurant owner Mildred Council, aka ñMama Dip,ò was noted. Someone jokingly  

mentioned inviting Mama Dip who lives in Chapel Hill, to the celebration.  

Later that day, instructor Celia Whitehead recalled that remark and decided nothing  
ventured, nothing gained. Celiaôs leap of faith added a whole new dimension to the  
planning when she announced that Mama Dip would be the guest of honor! Students 
served approximately sixty-five guests with an amazing array of food they had prepared. 
Mama Dip shared her own experiences with the attendees and counseled the 
students to find their niche and work hard at whatever they pursued. Students that  
prepared the feast received autographed copies of her cookbook which were provided by 
Celiaôs womenôs church group.  Students walked tall as Mama Dip expressed her delight 
with their culinary skills!  

The Wake Technical Community College ESL International 

Fashion Show Adult Education Center ð Raleigh 
The ESL program at Wake Technical Community College held its second annual  
International Fashion Show on Tuesday, April 6, with showings at 10 a.m. and 11 a.m.  
Several ESL students presented traditional clothing and fashions from their countries.   
Students from Africa, Asia, Central America and South America modeled the clothing while 
other students described the outfits and their cultural significance.  ESL instructors, Sandra  
Lofchie and Vicky Dolganiuc, facilitated the event. 

B A S I C  S K I L L S  E - N E W S  

Contact: Susan B. Payne, (919) 334-1520 

sbpayne@waketech.edu  

mailto:sbpayne@waketech.edu
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Basic Skills/Family Literacy  

Conference  

August 4 -6, 2010 

Twin City Quarter  

Winston-Salem, NC 

Wake Technical Community College (cont.) 

On Thursday, March 23, 2010, staff members from Wake Techôs Basic 
Skills came together at the Adult Education Center to recognize students 
who have made exceptional progress, have attended regularly or have 
overcome personal challenges. Staff served as hostesses to two or more 

students, outfitting their tables in lovely, rainbow colors.   

The speaker for the event was Regelyn Edwards, founder of The  
Encouraging Place, an organization whose aim is the training and support 
of inner-city women. Ms. Edwards offered words of inspiration to all in  
attendance, admonishing us to remember our own value, as we give so 
freely to others. She congratulated those students for their achievements.  
The tea is one in a host of activities at the AEC which seeks to bring  
together students from across programs to meet and learn from each 
other, demonstrating the theme: Building Community - One Student at a 
Time. 

(Photos 
by Lori 
Taylor) 

On May 19, there was a joint Spring Fling  with the clients of  

Chatham Trades.  The event was held at our Siler City Center.  The  
students participated in  an outdoor health class and an annual science 
show which also involved the instructors. 

Students also performed in a talent show. The students then had a 
pizza party  followed by a local band who performed for free.  

SpringFest at Central Carolina 

Womenõs History Tea  

Central Carolina Community College  

Contact: Sara Lambert , (919) 742-2715  ext.23 

smlamb68@cccc.edu  

http://www.continuingeducation.ncsu.edu/BasicSkills/

