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N O R T H  C A R O L I N A   

C O M M U N I T Y  C O L L E G E  

S Y S T E M L I T E R A C Y  

R E S O U R C E  C E N T E R 

The GED ®  Office will 

not print transcripts or 

diplomas for new GED ®  

graduates  

3/25/10 ð 4/12/10. 

SEE PAGE 3 FOR DETAILS.   

During the fall semester an informal and 
voluntary survey was conducted by Jan 
Hastings, Literacy Resource Center Director.   

In addition to literacy awareness, Jan  
inquired about the extent of local  
partnerships with Rotary International clubs. 
A variety of community college and  
community based organizations responded. 
Displayed below and on pages 8-10 is a 
brief summary of the local efforts.  
 

As you read, please identify the strategy that 
is most unique or points to a promising  
practice that your site may choose to  
replicate during 2010, especially as we look 
f o r w a r d  t o  d e v e l o p i n g  a n d  
implementing a new statewide literacy  
marketing campaign.   

Contact: Jan Hastings (919) 807-7144  
hastingsj@nccommunitycolleges.edu 

Ashevilleôs, NY Times 
bestselling author, Sara 

B Gruen, assists  
Authorsô for Literacy, 

Dinner and Silent   
Auction, raising over 

$25,000 for Buncombe 
Literacy Council.  

Richmond Community College giving 
$1,000 Scholarship/year from the 

Rockingham City Rotary Club  

Sara Gruen (center) with Julie Heinitsh, Gene Adams, 

James Carter and Jill Franklin, Executive Committee of the 
Board of the Literacy Council  

Wake TCC given $100  

scholarship by East Wake 
Rotary Club  

Literacy Awareness Month Activities 

Literacy Activities Continued on page 8  

mailto:whitfieldr@nccommunitycolleges.edu
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National and State News Briefs 

New Legislation  
Brenda Dann-Messier, the new Assistant Secretary for Vocational and Adult Education for the 
United States Department of Education, is hosting town hall meetings to get input from the field 
for the new legislation.  Congress should pass legislation soon which will go into effect for the 
2011-2012 program year. 
 
National Reporting System  
The National Reporting System guidebook has been revised.  If you do not have the new copy, 
you need to go to their website, www.nrsweb.org, and download the September 2009 version.  
The main changes are the new race and ethnicity codes required by the federal government.  
 
The National Reporting System Technical Working Group (TWG), a group of state directors and 
other interested parties, met in Washington, DC, on January 12, 2010, to discuss 2010 NRS  
training as well as possible changes to the NRS.  With upcoming legislation, there is the possibility 
that the NRS may be tweaked to better fit our programs.  Topics that came up for discussion and 
will be discussed at the upcoming State Directors meeting in February are:  

Should the outcomes of get a job, keep a job, and go onto postsecondary education and 

training be tied to goals?   

What if these measures were collected and reported on a two year cycle instead of the  

current annual cycle?   

Should all states be required to data match?   

Are the current educational functioning levels still appropriate?   

Are there ways to measure educational gains for Adult Secondary/GED students?   

Congress will make the final decisions on these measures; however, the United States  
Department of Education is collecting input so they may make recommendations to Congress.   
 

Program Plans and Applications Updates  
Basic Skills program plans and applications update forms (Basic Grants, Comprehensive Family 
Literacy, Pathways to Employment, English Literacy/Civics, and Project IDEAL) will be sent to all 
programs currently receiving the grants in February.    No new programs will be funded for the 
2010-2011 program year. 
 

B A S I C  S K I L L S  E - N E W S  

Contact: Dr. Randy Whitfield (919) 807-7132  
whitfieldr@nccommunitycolleges.edu 

From the 
desk of :  

Randy  
Whitfield  

Go to www.nrsweb.org  

to download the 

revised September 

2009 guidebook.  

mailto:whitfieldr@nccommunitycolleges.edu
http://www.nrsweb.org
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On October 7, 2009, GED ®  Testing Service 
halted the implementation date of the 5 th Edition 
Test that was to be implemented in January, 
2012.  GED ®  Testing Service has plans for the 
release of a new GED ®  Test that will be built 
upon the college and career-ready content, but 
will also utilize much of the content and items  
developed for the 5 th Edition.  The GED ®  20/20 
initiative will be aligned with the emerging  
Common Core national content standards  
introduced by the National Governorôs Association 
and the Council of Chief State School Officers ï 
the organizations representing the chief education 
officers in each U. S. state.  President Obamaôs 
20/20 plan emphasizes the ñneed to graduate 
more high school students and to support their 
transition to postsecondary education or career 
training programs.ò  According to 2000 Census 
data, the United States will have to graduate an 
addition all one million college graduates each 
year until 2020.  GED ®  Testing Service must 
enhance the way they do business in order to 
meet President Obamaôs goals.  The United States 
has 39 million adults without a high school  
diploma, or 18 percent of the adult  
population. (2000 US Census data)  The Common 
Core standards were also supported by the  
governors of 48 states and three territories 
through the National Governor Association,  
alongside the Council of Chief State School  
Officers.  This national definitional change of what 

it means to be a high school graduate directly  
impacts the GED ®  Test.  The GED ®  Test will 
transition directly from the current test series to a 
m o r e  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  a s s e s s m e n t  
program.  The new program will ñdramatically  
increase the number of test-takers and GED ®  
credential  recipients who are prepared to pursue  
postsecondary education opportunitiesò as new  
elements of the test are implemented in 2010.  
GED ®  Testing Service will begin to pilot Computer 
Based Testing (CBT) in 2010.  North Carolina was 
chosen to participate in this pilot starting in the 
spring of 2010.  The studies by Achieve will identify 
any gaps between the 5th Edition and the Common 
Core standards to help develop a more rigorous 
test.  Bridgespan Consulting Group, a nonprofit 
consulting organization, will plan for the  
preparation, development and transition to  
postsecondary education and career opportunities 
for the 20/20 GED ®  Test.  Before the end of 
2010, GED ®  Testing Service will begin field  
testing for the new national standards.  GED ®  
Testing Service plans to give at least a year notice 
when a  new tes t  ser ies  wi l l  be  
released.  Presently, the 2002 series 
test scores may be combined until a 
new test series is released.  
(Source:  GED ®  Testing Service,  
American Council on Education) 

From the 
desk of :  

Lou Ann  
Parker  

Contact: Lou Ann Parker (919) 807-7214  
parkerl@nccommunitycolleges.edu  

The GED ®  Conversion will take place March 25, 2010 ï April 12, 2010.  We 
will import all 2002 - March 24, 2010 GED ®  data into the newly developed  
Colleague GED ®  software.  The GED ®  Office will not print transcripts or 
diplomas for this two week period for new GED ®  graduates starting  

M a r c h  2 5 ,  2 0 1 0  ï A p r i l  1 2 ,  2 0 1 0 .   

 
The GED ®  office will resume operations on April 13, 2010 .  We will be able to 
print transcripts for graduates prior to March 24, 2010 during this two week  
period.  If you have any questions, please contact Lou Ann Parker, AHS and  
General Education Development  ®  Program Director at 919-807-7214 or e-mail:  
 parkerl@nccommunitycolleges.edu 

The NCCCS Data Conversion Begins 

mailto:parkerl@nccommunitycolleges.edu
mailto:parkerl@nccommunitycolleges.edu


I am very excited to share these articles regarding the work that the Sandhills Community College Compensatory 

Education programôs SUCCEED class is doing.  The SUCCEED class began as a result of a federal grant in 2002, and 

the  activities of this grant continue today as the Compensatory Education programôs SUCCEED class.  The students 

in this class continue to be involved in their local community.   

Beth Taylor and Ricky Armstrong, two students from Sandhills Community College Compensatory Educationôs  

SUCCEED class, were accepted into Sandhills Community Collegeôs Culinary Technology Certificate Program --  

congratulations to these students.  See the articles on ñTogether We Can SUCCEEDò Project and ñSUCCEED in Food 

Preparation.ò  

P A G E  4  Compensatory Education  

B A S I C  S K I L L S  E - N E W S  

Soon -to -Be Food Professionals!  

Two students from Sandhills Community Collegeôs 

SUCCEED class are ñcooking it up" in a Food Service, 

Safety, and Sanitation class.  Beth Taylor and Ricky 

Armstrong were accepted into and completed the 

JobsNOW program, a joint effort between Sandhills 

Community College and the Employment Security 

Commission, for training and finding employment for 

displaced workers.  The program taught the students 

about basic job and interview skills.   

Upon completion of the initial JobsNOW training  

series, Beth and Ricky were accepted into the Culinary 

Technology Certificate Program offered at Sandhills.  

The program provides the training required to prepare 

students to work as culinary professionals in a variety 

of food service settings.  Courses include sanitation, 

food and beverage service and control, baking, garden 

management, American and International cuisines, 

food production, and hospitality supervision.  The 

course instructor is the locally renowned Chef Warren 

Lewis.  Chef Warren has worked in the culinary  

profession for over eleven years.  Chef Warren owns 

and operates his own restaurant in 

Southern Pines called Chef Warrenôs.   

Beth and Ricky have thoroughly enjoyed the Culinary 

program to date.  Although Beth admits being  

reluctant about cutting up raw chicken for the first 

time, she now relates that baking and frying chicken 

has been her favorite part of the class.  Ricky echoes 

his classmate in preferring the fried chicken they  

prepared, but he is also very proud of the baked  

muffins and scones he made in class.   

Food preparation has been more than a tasty  

experience.  The class gives students practical  

experience in achieving accuracy in measurement and 

conversions, temperature and timing, as well as  

following detailed directions.  Students have already 

demonstrated a boost in confidence as they interact 

with their fellow culinary classmates and their  

instructor.  Beth and Rickyôs enthusiasm for learning 

has been contagious in the SUCCEED class.  It has 

been not only a joy to the other SUCCEED students to 

hear about Beth and Rickyôs cooking success stories, 

but it has also been encouraging and motivating.  

These SUCCEED students are truly an inspiration! 

SUCCEED in Food Preparation! 

Beth and  
Chef Warren  

Contact: Sillar Smith (919) 807-7134  
smiths@nccommunitycolleges.edu    

Ricky at Work  

mailto:hastingj@nccommunitycolleges.edu


 òLearning to Achieveó  

When:  February 10, 2010  8:30 am ð4:45 pm  
  February 11, 2010  8:30 am ð2:45 pm  

Where:  NCCCS 5th  floor Poole Conference Room  

 
Registration for the 45 spaces will be on a ñfirst comeò basis.   

This training focuses on learning disabilities.   
 For more information contact Sillar Smith at (919) 807 -7134 or e-mail at: 

smiths@nccommunitycolleges.edu 
 

Registration must be received in the System Office no later than  
Monday, February 1, 2010.   

Together We Can SUCCEED Project 

P A G E  5  
 

In October 2009, students from the Sandhills Community Collegeôs Compensatory Education programôs SUCCEED 

class went to Roger D. Worley Construction, Inc. to complete the final stage of their special group project.  The  

cedar garden bench was completed utilizing the tiles that students previously painted at Colors ón Clay in Southern 

Pines.  The bench represents the beauty in diversity, importance of cooperation, and appreciation for one another.   

Students decided to present the bench to the Sandhills Community College campus.  The bench was officially  

unveiled on Friday, November 13, in the campusôs student center, a location chosen by Sandhills Community College 

President, Dr. John Dempsey. 

Special Populations 

SUCCEED Class 

Sandhills Community College  

From the 
desk of :  

Sillar Smith  

V O L U M E  4 ,  I S S U E 1   

mailto:smiths@nccommunitycolleges.edu
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TABE CLAS-E training is coming!  TABE Comprehensive Language Assessment ï 

English is an approved test for ESL assessment.  This assessment includes reading, 

writing, speaking, and listening.  Mike Johnson from CTB will conduct trainings 

across the state.  Stay tuned for more about TABE CLAS-E! 

CONGRATULATIONS AND THANKS! 
 
Congratulations to the eight new EL/Civics grant recipients!  They are Blue Ridge Literacy Council,  
Brunswick County Literacy Council, Davidson County Community College, Gaston College, Harnett Literacy 
Council, Martin Community College, Mitchell Community College, and Rockingham County Literacy Project.  
We look forward to learning about your projects!  
 
Thanks again to Sandhillsô Becky Sanders  and Ellen Spencer, Cravenôs Stephanie Light, Wilkesô Janet  

Derrick, and South Piedmontôs Ian Brailsford and Lisa Mauney for their presentations at the Basic Skills 

Conference!  Additionally, the 2008-2009 EL/Civics Presenters had wonderful project displays and  

information at the Basic Skills Conference!  THANKS FOR SHARING YOUR EXPERTISE! 

Whatõs Happening in ABE and ESL! 

From the 
desk of :  

Karen  
Brown  

ñNewò Basic Skills Directorsô/

Coordinatorsô  
Orientation  

Tuesday, February 16, 2010  

10:00 am ï 3:30 pm  

Poole Conference Room (fifth floor)  

ñNewò Community Based Organization  

Directorsô/Coordinatorsô Orientation 
Wednesday, February  17, 2010  

10:00 am ï 3:30 pm  

State Board Room (first floor)  

Orientations will be held at the System Office. Participants must pre-register. Contact Judy Howell for more  

information. howellj@nccommunitycolleges.edu or (919) 807 -7141 

P A G E  6  

òNewó Directorsõ/Coordinatorsõ Orientation 

Bob Allen  

From the 
desk of :  

mailto:howellj@nccommunitycolleges.edu


Transition and Mini Research Grants Awarded 
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Grants continued on next page  

As a result of NC having met overall core indicators for 2008-2009, incentive dollars were awarded to NC. In turn, 

NCCCS Basic Skills announced the availability of two types of grants: Transition to Postsecondary Education and 
Training and/or Employment and Mini-Research to be awarded for the period of January 1 through December 31, 
2010.  During October, fifty -three community colleges and community based organizations submitted grant  
applications.  

After review by a group of volunteer grant readers, a total of twenty grant  applications with the highest point  
values were recommended for funding.  In November, the State Board of Community Colleges approved the  
respective recommendations.  Displayed below is a brief summary of the projects which began in January 2010. The 
first of two required meetings is scheduled in Raleigh on January 27, 2010, in part to discuss the required report 
formats and financial tracking procedures. Congratulations to all who received grant awards.  

Transition to Postsecondary Education  and/or Employment Grants  

College /
Organization  

Project  

Motheread  
  
Nancye Gaj 

Develop classroom materials integrating contextual literacy materials and occupational skills 
into coursework and address the literacy needs of those who choose to transition into the 
Childcare Workforce or Early Childhood Education Curriculum Program 

Asheville  
Buncombe TCC  
Tom Rash 

Working Toward Success: Connecting CED students to the workforce through practical  
targeted job training classes and coaching (commercial cleaning duties) and provide  
students with soft skills.  

Cape Fear CC  

  
Melissa Singlar,  
Erica Burnham 

Transition Specialist to assist students with navigating the college application, financial aid 

scholarship process and to coordinate learning and services between Basic Skills, Continuing 
Education and local Employers in order to increase the number of AHS and GED ®   
graduates who enroll in the college or job training programs. Instructor staff  
development and materials are included. 

Piedmont CC   
Debra Harlow  

College Academic Readiness: Develop GED ®  plus curriculum to address academic &  
advising needs of GED ®  students. 

Richmond CC  

  
Sherry Byrd 

REACH Transition Project: Transition Mentor to develop the curriculum and establish  

relationships within and outside of RCC to provide support and raise students awareness of 
postsecondary education or training options 

Southeastern CC  
Jackie Williams and 
Teresa Triplett 

Project to assist GED ®  students in Basic Skills to transition to short-term skills training 
and/or employment using the attainment of CRC as an intervention strategy and the  
KeyTrain educational program as a remediation tool 

Tri -County CC  

  
Susann West 

Program to create and teach GED ®  technology curriculum aligned with state standards for 

high school technology and which incorporates essential workplace skills into Basic Skills  
including reading, writing, math, and communication skills.  

Wake Tech CC  
  
Ellen Overington 

Establish a GED ®  Link class to assist ASE High School students in transitioning to a college 
environment with a focus on intensive study in reading, writing and math at the college 
level. Content of adult education curriculum and assessment to be aligned with content and 
skills required on commonly used college placement tests. 

Wayne CC  

  
Dorothy Moore 

Transition Instructor/Counselor to develop Student Transition and Educational Preparation 

Up (STEP-UP) a bridge course including two major components (academic skills  
development and exposure to college culture). The developer will provide instruction and 
student support services through a pilot phase. Students will take and receive credit for  
ACA-111 class developed specifically for Basic Skills students. 

Western  
Piedmont CC  
Melissa Garrett and 
Ann Marie 
Radaskiewicz 

Comprehensive Transition Plan Developer to finalize plan for transition of Basic Skills  
students to a postsecondary curriculum course of study or workforce training through  
continuing education or direct employment. Developer will also conduct training  
workshop to introduce full -time employees of Developmental Studies to the plan. 

Contact: Jan Hastings (919) 807-7144  
hastingsj@nccommunitycolleges.edu    

V O L U M E  4 ,  I S S U E 1   

mailto:hastingj@nccommunitycolleges.edu
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Grants (cont.) 

B A S I C  S K I L L S  E - N E W S  

From the 
desk of :  

Jan  
Hastings  Contact: Jan Hastings (919) 807-7144  

hastingsj@nccommunitycolleges.edu    

Mini -Research Grants  
College/Organization  Project  

Motheread  
Nancye Gaj 

Instructional techniques and materials to be developed; contextual teaching and learning 
exercises & handouts vs. workbook, individualized self-paced instruction 

Reading  
Connections  
Jennifer Gore 

Benefit of STAR techniques in small group vs. current workbook approach.  Reading  
instruction will be guided by reading profiles created for each student.  

Caldwell  CC & TI  
Beverly Janes, Shari 
Brown, and Kim Hinton 

Cohort,  project-based learning using a novel that class selects and integration of all GED ®   
subject areas in combo with group activities vs. Individualized workbook, computer, tutor  
instruction 

College of the  
Albemarle   
Steven Schmidt 

Integrate researched based materials from studies of what works in prison education into 
teaching plans using managed enrollment technique vs. traditional study book at Pasquotank 
Correctional Institution  

Mitchell CC  
  
Sherry Y. Clarke 

Professional development and training for two instructors; design and implement managed 
enrollment STAR program; Assess STAR class vs. current Individualized Learning lab  
instruction class utilizing workbooks and textbooks. 

Pamlico CC  
  
Valerie Jones 

Visual, graphic representation of scores (class and individual feedback) plus tracking and drill 
practice using Reading in the Content Area: Math, Science, and Social Studies will positively 
influence incarcerated adults rate and level of progression from point of entry.  

Stanly CC  
Ashley Smith  
Diane Cooker 

One Skill at a Time project: progress in reading levels of ABE students will improve when 
taught the nine individual components of reading comprehension and given immediate  
feedback and using SRA specific Skill Series 

Tri -County CC  
Susann West 

Combine technology and intense math instruction beyond GED ®  level, including Algebra in 
order to have students place into college level math class. 

Wake TCC  
 Susan O'Neill 

Using Reading Horizons, an intensive phonics tool, this project will develop materials and 
approaches specific to the needs of separate populations in the Basic Skills program. This 
approach to literacy instruction will be more effective in increasing literacy and measurable 
education gain than current instructional strategies. NC performance measures will be met as 
the lowest level readers increase their skills in literacy.  

Wilkes CC  
Deborah Britton  
Debbie Woodard 

The effectiveness of implementing evidence-based reading instruction in a managed  
enrollment class of low and high intermediate ABE students using principals of the STAR 
Reading reform initiative/ explicit instruction methods vs. control group not using the method.  

2009 North Carolina Literacy Awareness Month Activities  

Students on VGCCôs main campus read and shared 
essays as part of North Carolina Literacy  
Awareness Month. Seated, from left: Angela 
Obery, Michelle Johnson, Brian Johnson, Clarissa 
Dawson and Helen Russell, all of Henderson; 
standing, from left: Sommer Kempson, Steven 
Tippett  and  Curtis  Terry,  all  of  
Henderson, and Kruti Patel of  Oxford. (VGCC 
photo) 

mailto:hastingj@nccommunitycolleges.edu
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Site  Strategy  Event Type  

Buncombe 
County  
Literacy  
Council  

Town Mayor proclaims September as Adult Literacy Month. Public Leader  
Announcement 

Ashevilleôs NY Times bestselling author, Sara B Gruen, assists Authors for Literacy, 
dinner and silent auction raising over $25,000.  

Celebrity support for  
Auction Fundraiser, Food 

Area businesses help the adult literacy program grow. Donation Match 

United Way-Day of Caring and Eaton Corp helped raise awareness of non reader 
problems by distributing reading materials and producing a You-Tube video. 

Public Advertisement 

Cape Fear 
Literacy  
Council  

City and County Proclamations and annual Spelling Bee Public Leader  
Announcement,  Game 

Rotary Literacy Committee event with varied speakers including students and  
Rotarians were asked to read with a child or volunteer or tutor.  

Council event 

Gaston CC  AHS/GED Graduation event with local Workforce Development Board sponsored  
reception and goodie bags for graduates with local newspaper article listing  
graduates names. 

Public leadership  
support and event with 
news article 

Harnett  
Literacy  
Council
  

Scrabble Tournament Fundraiser and Student and Tutor Testimonials Game 

Moore 
County  
Literacy  
Council
  

ñReading Rocksò event: colorfully painted rocking chairs  placed on a busy sidewalk 
in Southern Pines and on the porch of the county courthouse. Three people near the 
chairs wished passers by ñHappy International Literacy Dayò and handed out a quiz 
filled with literacy statistics.  

In-person, public appeal 

Nash CC  Literacy Display in College Library; signs around campus and off encouraging people 
to read to children; Basic Skills instructors read to children at the campus day care 
center. 

Public Advertisement, Read 
out-loud 

Richmond 
CC 

At AHS/GED Graduation, Rockingham City Rotary gave $1,000 Scholarship/year for 
books and tuition, and Laurinburg Rotary gave tuition and books for one semester.  

Scholarship 

Rockingham 
County  
Literacy 
Project  

Board members, staff, students and guests attended a covered dish dinner with 
games and recognition; news article and TV announcement. 

Food, recognition, Game 
and Public  
Announcement 

Sampson CC  College marquee displayed 24/7 advertisement. Public Advertisement 

September recognized as NC Literacy Education month. Local Rotary Club annually 
gave dictionaries to the county, city and home -schooled third-graders. 

Gift of books 

Stanly CC  Joint event between National Literacy Day and National Library Card Day- College 
Librarian visited the Basic Skills class, informed students of services and materials 
and issued library cards. Refreshments were served.  

Library information, tour 
cards issued and food 

Union 

County  
Literacy  
Council  

Local newspaper ran two-day Letter to the Editor  about International Literacy Day 
featuring the role of the literacy councilsô program in helping adults achieve literacy 
skills. 

Letter to the Editor  

Vance -
Granville CC  

Main Campus: Students wrote and shared 5-paragraph essays about dramatic life 
stories. Then, all stories are compiled into a book and displayed in building lobby.  

Write, Read, Share 
 

Franklin Campus: Students wrote and illustrated an on -line book and posted it to the 
web for beginning readers of all ages. 

Write, Read, Share 

South Campus: worked on brain teasers, to develop critical thinking and writing skills 
and turned poetry ñinside outò by studying poetic rhyme, meter, and verse, then set 
the poems to music 

Poetry study 

Wake TCC  East Wake Rotary club granted a scholarship ($100.00 toward tuition and books) to 
one GED graduate who also received a plaque and dinner invitation. 

Scholarship 

Wayne CC  Governorôs Proclamation posted on a bulletin board. Public Leader  
Announcement 

Literacy Activities (cont.) 
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Scrabble Tournament Fundraiser at  
Harnett County Literacy Council raises $2,400  

ESL Professional Development Training 
 

Wake Technical Community College ESL Conference:  

"Life in the US: Language, Culture and the Adult ELL Experience"  

FREE for ESL Adult instructors/educators  

When :  Saturday, March 20, 2010 10:00 am ï 4:00 pm  

Where : Conference Rooms (upstairs) in the Student Services Building,  

             Wake Tech Main Campus, 9101 Fayetteville Road, Raleigh, NC 27603 

Pre -registration deadline is Friday, March 5, or until the limit is reached . To register, please include your full 

name, position and institution in an email to Angela Thompson at abthompson@waketech.edu. Upon receipt, a  

registration packet will be emailed back to you. For further questions, contact Anne Tekmen at eatekmen@waketech.edu. 

It is a free, one -day conference, relevant for all Adult ESL educators in NC, ñLife in the US:  Language, Culture, and the 

Adult ELL Experience.ò  The English Literacy/Civics Grant Project at Wake Tech Community College is  

sponsoring the training.  

Nationally -known presenters to include:  

Andy Nash  
New England Literacy Resource Center (NELRC)/World Education in Boston 

Susan Gaer  
Santa Ana College School of Continuing Education in Los Angeles 

Nancy Ferguson  
REEP (Arlington Education and Employment Program) in Virginia 

 
Regionally -known presenters to include:  

Monica Flores and Elizabeth Lammons , from UNC-Greensboroôs "Interlink" program 
Dr. Kathryn Allen , ESL/ABE/GED Instructor at Wake Tech 

Susan Ballard , ESL Instructor and Lead Instructor for the Wake Tech ESL Certificate Program 
 

We are also proud to present:  
Panel on Refugee Issues , including adult ESL students and presenters from a federal refugee agency 

 
This one-day conference is free of charge  and is relevant for all Adult ESL educators.  REGISTER SOON!    

Pre-registration deadline is Friday, March 5 or until the maximum number of 300 attendees is reached.  
 

We look forward to seeing you on March 20th!  

Literacy Activities (cont.) 

From the 
desk of :  

Karen  
Brown  

mailto:abthompson@waketech.edu
mailto:eatekmen@waketech.edu
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Adult learners need a lot of positive reinforcement when they decide to come back to school. An  

article by David Wetzel entitled ñPositive Adult Learning Environments-Effective Instruction of 
Adults in Continuing Educationò discusses how instructors can develop positive learning  
environments for effective instruction. Check it out here:  

http://adult -education.suite101.com/article.cfm/positive_adult_learning_environments 
(ABSPD winter 2010 newsletter) 

Local Program Highlights 

VP Sam Strickland, Dean Susan Payne, Compensatory Education Director Nancy Morabito, Instructor Julia 
Tennant and a group  of compensatory education students visited Congressmen David Price and Brad Miller to 
advocate for services for  students with Intellectual Disabilities and Autism. They also had Representative Jean  
Farmer-Butterfield come speak with the students about how the government works and how they should go 
about advocating for themselves. One of her suggestions was to go out and meet the politicians to better  
explain their needs.  

The purpose was to also educate our representatives about the importance of attaching the highest dollar 
amount to the Higher Ed Act which would fund a residential, vocational, and academic  
program for students with Intellectual Disabilities and Autism. The end result would be students who would be 
able to live independently and maintain meaningful employment with little or no supports. The program would 
be modeled after the Transition Into Independent Living Program (TIL Program)  at Taft Community College in 
California. Their program has been a huge success, running for more then ten years with a four year wait list.   

Compensatory Education Students Advocating for 

Funding for the Higher Ed Act 
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The success of GED ®  in the Community through  
Alamance Community College (ACC) is based on the 
premise that more people that need a GED ®  will  
participate if the materials are more accessible. With 
bright green booklets of practice tests at 25  
high-foot traffic locations, people pick these up, take 
the first exam at home, then submit to ACC for 
grading. In the month of September 2009, the  
program logged 600 hours of attendance through 
orientation, face-to-face time with ACC staff,  
tutoring, and many hours of counseling. It is  
coordinated by Lynn Ferns and assisted by Jennifer 
Mock and Floyd Hinshaw in the Adult Basic Skills  
department.  

How It Began.  ACC President, Dr. Martin  
Nadelman, planted the seed in 2001 with what  
became a nationally award-winning program called 
GED ®  in the Newspaper. GED ®  in the  
Community took that idea a step further, putting 
practice tests in booklet form available in racks at 25 
locations around Alamance County, including 
McDonalds, Family Dollar stores, pregnancy centers, 
all social service agencies, and local churches.  
Vendors at these locations received training by ACC 
staff to assist individuals who had questions about 

the new program. 

Mock says the option of taking home the practice 
tests appeals to people who are homebound, donôt 
have transportation, or have childcare issues. ñThey 
donôt have to always come on campus for the 
classes. This makes it more convenient.ò 

Ferns says the 10 lessons help a  student explore 
their academic needs. ñSome are prepared, but for 
others  i t  i n fo rms what  they  need  
extra work on, like math or reading. When they 
bring their tests in, we give them a tour of ACC. This 
opens things up for them and they see  
coming here is so overwhelming.ò 

ñThis program is about ACC going to where they 
are, not them having to make that uncertain move 

of coming to us. Thereôs something magical about it 
when you go into their space. They feel weôre  
reaching out to them,ò says Hinshaw. ñWeôre  
interfacing with a community we had never touched 

before.ò 

The program has generated buzz throughout the 
county since it started. Wal-Mart in Mebane has 
given a grant of $1,000. Mock heard about the  
retailerôs established literacy program which allows 
employees to attend classes. ñI think they saw GED 
®  in the Community as a natural fit for them to  
participate,ò says Mock. 

 
 

GED ®  is Free.  A key element of GED ®  in the  
Community (and all GED ®  programs offered by 
ACC) is that the program is no cost to the student.  
Floyd Hinshaw has been amazed at how GED ®  in 
the Community spurs new students on to more  
education. ñIôm finding students dually enrolled 
here. Once they realize they can achieve their GED 
®  this way, later they start enrolling in online 
classes and other courses. It gives them confidence 
they lacked.ò 

Students who complete their GED ®  are rewarded 
with a 5 -hour credit for a free curriculum class. For 
many, itôs a next step to enrolling in a curriculum 
toward a diploma, certificate or degree. ñItôs an  
incredibly powerful tool, the best one weôve ever 
had,ò says Hinshaw. 

òThis program started as a neat idea and 

has grown into an important community 

presence and GED È  pathway.ó  

ðLaura Coffee, Director of Basic Skills 

Contact: Jon Young (336) 506-4122  
Jonathan.Young@alamancecc.edu 

ô                      in the Communityõ a Key to Success  
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Contact: Kelly Stegall (704) 290-5263 
kstegall@spcc.edu 

The Compensatory Education students at South  
Piedmont Community College have recently formed a 
new social club under the SPCC Student Government 
Association.  The purpose of the newly formed Comp. 
Ed. Club is to promote social interaction between SPCC 
students enrolled in the Compensatory Education  
Program through the sponsorship of volunteer efforts 

and recreational activities. 

The Comp. Ed. Club is a  
s t ud e n t - l e d ,  s t u d e n t - r u n  
organization.  In addition to the 
club members, the Comp. Ed. 
Club consists of an Executive 
Board comprised of the club  
officers, club advisors, and four 
appointed representatives from 
SPCC and the local community. 

The Comp. Ed. Club has already 
been involved in several volunteer 
and recreational activities since its 

foundation in September 2009.  
For their first volunteer effort, 
students in the Comp. Ed. Club 
voted to sponsor a local family for  
Thanksgiving.  Students provided 
for this family all of the necessary items, plus some 
much-needed staple items, for a traditional  

Thanksgiving meal.  

 
The Comp. Ed. Club hosted its first recreational activity 
in December with a holiday party open to all Comp. 
Ed. students.  The pizza and karaoke party was a great 
way for the students to relax and bring to an end a 
very busy semester. 

To help fund their volunteer and recreational activities, 
the Comp. Ed. Club recently completed 
its first fundraising event.  The Comp. 
Ed. Clubôs Holiday Card Sale, in which  
student-designed holiday cards were 
sold throughout the local community, 
raised an astonishing $895.00. 

The Comp. Ed. Club has become an 

integral part of the Compensatory  

Education Program at SPCC.  The club 

has provided a much-needed social  

outlet for the rapidly growing Comp. Ed. 

population at SPCC while helping to 

bring awareness regarding the  

Compensatory Education Program and 

its students to SPCC and the local  

community. 

SPCCõs NEW Comp ED Club 
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Martin Luther King, Jr. said, ñEverybody can be 
great... because anybody can serve. You don't have 

to have a college degree to serve. You don't have to 
make your subject and verb agree to serve. You only 
need a heart full of grace. A soul generated by love.ò 
As educators, we often focus so much on teaching 
our students about those subjects and verbs, about 
those variables and algebraic equations, about  
science and history and literature that we forget that 
we have just as much of a responsibility to teach 
them how to be good citizens, to be contributing 
members of their communities. 

This year, for the first time, the Adult High School  
English 4 class at Wayne Community College is  
doing a Senior Service Project. Basic Skills Director, 
Sonja Redmon, decided that it was not enough for 

the students to simply write a paper or create a  
presentation:  she wanted our students to do  
something to give back to the community. After a 
great deal of discussion with students and faculty, the 
focus of our Senior project became crystal clear. 

This past February, a beloved member of the WCC 

AHS faculty, Penny Nelson, lost her two year battle 
with lung cancer. Penny was an inspirational teacher 
and a kind and loving friend, and in honor of her  
commitment to adult education, it was decided that 
the newly  instituted senior project would be raising 
money to help fight cancer. In that spirit, we have 
chosen Relay for Life, a national community based 

B A S I C  S K I L L S  E - N E W S  

project that raises much needed funds for cancer  
research and patient care. 

The class held its first major fundraiser this Fall. The 
students designed flyers and sold raffle tickets for a 
Thanksgiving dinner basket, complete with turkey 
and all the trimmings. We asked students, faculty and 
staff to bring in items to contribute, from cans of  
vegetables to boxes of stuffing. We received enough 
contributions to be able to build two  

complete baskets, one for the raffle and one to be 
donated to a needy family within our Basic Skills  
community. In the end, thanks to the kindness of the 
winner of the  drawing, the class was able to  
donate two complete dinners to the local Soup 
Kitchen, as well as raising two hundred dollars to  
donate to Relay for Life. 

ñIt was really awesome to raise all that money and to 
be able to give those people a Thanksgiving meal, 
when they didnôt have anything,ò said student James 
Harless, who designed the flyers and who sold the 
most tickets for the raffle.  

In deciding to hold this fund raiser, the students felt 
that all the students in Basic Skills, not merely the  
English 4 class, would be able to contribute in some 
way, either by bringing in donations or by  
purchasing raffle tickets. The spring class(es) of  
English 4 will be doing additional fundraising. We will 
be selling Krispy Kreme donuts as the major spring 
fundraiser, as well as holding several smaller events 

òInternational Tableó 
Pitt Community College started an "International Table" to give ESL students an opportunity to meet  
international students attending curriculum classes and those who are learning new language skills.  The 
ESL students will travel to main campus and meet with curriculum students who are in French and  
Spanish classes, along with students who are members of the campus International Club.  The  
International Table  meets twice monthly for one hour for conversation, sharing of cultures, and learning 

about main campus. 

This is an endeavor through Student Development Services under the guidance of Mr. Andre Gregory, 
Coordinator of Minority Male Mentoring Grant and International Students and Ms. Jan Fisher, Coordinator 
of ESL.  

Contact: Anita Smith (252) 493-7514  
asmith@email.pittcc.edu  

Senior Service Project - Wayne CC 
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Contact: Lisa Phelps (919) 735-5151  
lphelps@waynecc.edu 

to raise money for cancer research. In addition, the students will 
be constructing a booth to participate at the annual Relay for Life 
event in May and organizing walkers for the symbolic fight against 
cancer walk. Again, the students believe that these kinds of  
fundraisers and projects will allow all the  students in 

our program to participate and  benefit from our Senior 
project. 

When spring is over and the summer 
semester begins, the new English 4 
class will be deciding on their own  
project, one which, hopefully, will be as 
successful and rewarding as our  

current quest to raise money for Relay 
for Life. 

We are very excited to have our  
students involved in a Senior Project 
that allows them to help others in their 
community. Many of our students have 
been the recipients of some form of 
help in the past, from Food Stamps to 
toys from the Salvation Army and it is 
such a wonderful experience for them 
to be on the other side of providing 
assistance, to know the joy and  
fulfillment that comes from helping  
others and making their community a 
better place. 

In the words of Marian Wright  
Edelman: ñA lot of people are waiting 
for Martin Luther King or Mahatma 
Gandhi to come back -- but they are gone. We are it. It is up to 
us. It is up to you.ò 

Instructor Lisa  Phelps (3rd from left, standing) and 
one of her English 4 classes 
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