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NORTH CAROLINA COMMUNITY COLLEGE SYSTEM

R. Scott Ralls, Ph.D. 
President


Date: 
May 11, 2011

To: 
Basic Skills Directors


Chief Academic Officers


Chief Continuing Education Officers

From: 
Clark W. Dimond III,

Director of Foundational Skills and Workforce Readiness

Subject: Fall 2011 Basic Skills Plus Application

North Carolina has been recognized nationally for its leadership and innovation in helping basic skills students prepare for good jobs. Now we are ready to take the next step forward in helping our students to reach their career goals more quickly. Basic Skills Plus allows you the flexibility to forge new partnerships on campus and in the community to help your students succeed.

Attached to this memo is the 2011-2012 Program Plan and application for the next round of Basic Skills Plus. Please note that the completed application is due in the system office on June 17, 2011. Colleges which have already been approved by the state board to offer Basic Skills Plus do not have to re-apply. 

As detailed in the attached legislation and guidelines, Basic Skills Plus is not a grant program; it will not bring additional funding to your college. What the program allows you to do is co-enroll GED and AHS students in HRD, job-specific occupational and technical courses, and developmental education courses. Up to 20% of your state literacy funds may be used to pay for this accelerated approach to preparing secondary-level basic skills students for the workforce. 

A key provision of Basic Skills Plus is that it calls for a redesign of the delivery of Basic Skills education by closely integrating Basic Skills instruction with that of the workforce preparation courses selected by the applying college. In return, student membership/contact hours earned by Basic Skills students co-enrolled in non-Basic Skills courses will earn basic skills FTE.

In order to have completed applications ready to present to the state board at their August meeting, my team will have only a few weeks for review, so please read the application materials carefully and fully answer each question. If you have questions please contact me at 919-807-7180 or email to dimondc@nccommunitycolleges.edu. 

C: Presidents
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