
With globalization, our economy is chang-
ing, and our need for an educated workforce
is increasing. The fastest-growing and best-
paying jobs are those that require at least
some college. Today, nearly six in 10 jobs are
held by workers with at least some postsec-
ondary education or training.1 Jobs that
require postsecondary education account for
42 percent of projected new job growth from
2000 to 2010.2

We rely on community colleges to help prepare
these workers. Community colleges are the
places where everyone gets educational oppor-
tunity. Community colleges also must be the
places where everyone can find educational
success. If students aren’t well served by their
community colleges, many of them won’t have
other opportunities for education — and are
more likely to be a drain on society rather than
contribute to it.

When community colleges serve their students
well, their students succeed and the nation
thrives.

Community colleges benefit individuals

■ Higher levels of education lead to higher
earnings for all racial and ethnic groups
and for both men and women. People with
associate degrees generally earn 20 to 30
percent more than people with only high
school diplomas.3

■ Higher education brings all of the benefits
that higher income brings, including health
care, better opportunities for the next gen-
eration and more leisure time.

■ College graduates have lower incarceration
rates than individuals who have not gradu-
ated from college.

Community colleges benefit communities, states and
the nation

■ Each taxpayer dollar invested in a commu-
nity college yields $3 in benefits in regional
economic development and growth that lead
to increased state and local tax receipts.4

■ A community college education also leads to
improved lifestyles, including lower poverty
rates, reduced crime and incarceration rates,
improved health habits, reduced unemploy-
ment, and reduced dependence on welfare
and other social safety-net programs. The
result is a decreased demand on public budg-
ets — and a 17 percent return on investment
to state and local governments.5

■ Increasing a state’s or country’s average
level of schooling by one year can increase
economic growth by 5 to 15 percent.6

■ Higher levels of education correlate posi-
tively with higher levels of civic participa-
tion, including community service, voting
and charitable giving.
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