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From the DSAB Chairperson


Caroline Smith, Wayne Community College





As the new chairperson, I want to thank Disability Service providers in the NCCC system for their support of the board and to encourage all of you to contact any board member with your ideas, concerns, and comments.  We are fortunate to have such a wealth of education, experience, and enthusiasm among NCCC Disability Service providers, which benefits all of us, especially the students we serve.    





The Disability Services Advisory Board met at the NCCC systems office on January 23, 2006, for the regular quarterly meeting.  Current members of the board are:





Pat Bunge – Guilford Technical CC


David Collins – Western Piedmont CC


Karen Harris – Isothermal CC


Donavon Kirby – Mitchell CC


Nancy Massey – NCCC System Office


Paula Rubio – Durham Technical CC


Nancy Sizemore – Wilkes CC


Caroline Smith, Chairperson – Wayne CC


Cathy Stephenson, Secretary – Edgecombe CC


Karen Yerby – NCCC System Office





The Training & Education Committee reported on the four Disability Services training sessions presented at the N3CSDPA Conference in Wilmington in October, 2005.  All of the sessions were well-attended, and feedback on the evaluation forms was positive.  Other business before the board included budget issues, the upcoming fall 2006 System Conference, information on NC-NET, Perkins, and training needs.  





I would like to ask DS providers throughout the state to share information on upcoming conferences with others in the system and perhaps, when possible, to invite peers in their geographical area to audio conferences that their schools may be purchasing.  This could be one way to better manage resources and to generate some pertinent discussions.





Thanks!
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Implications for Student Development Services of


Senate Bill 622, Section 9.5


(UNC/NCCCS 2+2 E-Learning Initiative)





Submitted by:  Nancy Massey, Coordinator, Federal Vocational Education





This historical piece of legislation grows out of the collaborative efforts between the North Carolina General Assembly, the North Carolina Community College System (NCCCS) and the University of North Carolina System (UNC-S).  The provision mandates that the systems continue their partnership in addressing the critical teacher shortage facing the state and nation, both now and in the future.  The areas to be addressed in this legislation include online teacher education programs, professional development, student tracking, and technology infrastructure.





One of the greatest challenges for the NCCCS is the lack of funds for professional development of student services staff to support online teaching, advising, financial aid, and counseling services.  In order for the online teaching and learning process to be successful, it is essential that both student services staff and faculty have competencies in the online process.  





The NCCCS has had success in contracting with the Center for Occupational Research and Development (CORD) in providing professional development for faculty interested in online teaching.   Our goal is to expand the partnership with CORD to develop online student support services.  The North Carolina Network for Excellence in Teaching (NC-NET) was developed by CORD for the NCCCS.  NC-NET is being used by North Carolina community college faculty and administrators as evidenced by the following statistics on the website located at http://� HYPERLINK "http://www.nc-net.info" ��www.nc-net.info�:


During 2004-2005, the NC-NET website received 153,729 hits resulting from 6,505 visits. Total hits since July 1, 2005, as of October 17, 2005, were 52,948 resulting from 3,612 visits.


Materials being accessed on the website include the Teaching and Learning Database which contains over 1,500 items.  





This project is a multi-year initiative to develop and provide professional development programs to student development personnel, enabling NC-NET to extend professional development support to a key constituency.  Below are some of the tasks to be completed during 2005-2006.


Task 1: Conduct survey and/or focus groups to identify professional development needs and interests of Student Development personnel.  


Task 2:  Development of a clearinghouse/web portal for all NCCCS student development services information with input from a statewide advisory panel.  Broad categories include: Legal Issues, Aspects of Counseling—Academic and Personal, Financial Aid, Disability Services, Evaluation/Assessment of Student Services at College Level, Student Organizations, Service Learning, Best Practices, and Customer Service.


Task 3:  Development of self-paced modules; delivery of module content and module assessments.  Examples of topics to be addressed include Legal Issues, Financial Aid, and Customer Service.  





For additional information, contact Nancy Massey at  � HYPERLINK "mailto:masseyn@nccommunitycolleges.edu" ��masseyn@nccommunitycolleges.edu� or Karen Yerby at � HYPERLINK "mailto:yerbyk@nccommunitycolleges.edu" ��yerbyk@nccommunitycolleges.edu�.

















Stoneham has Article Published





Judy Stoneham of Blue Ridge Community College had an article entitled, The Accessibility of the Community College Classroom to Students with Disabilities, published in the August 2005 edition of the Information Technology and Disability E-Journal.  To access the article, go to � HYPERLINK "http://www.rit.edu/~easi/itd/itdv11n1/stoneham.htm" ��www.rit.edu/~easi/itd/itdv11n1/stoneham.htm�.
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State Update


Karen Yerby, Associate Director, Student Development Services, NCCCS


Good news!!!  The System Office has listed funding for disability services as a priority budget item to be presented to the Governor, and the General Assembly when they reconvene in May.  If approved, this money would be used by colleges to offset accommodation expenses.  Please contact your legislators to show support for this funding at � HYPERLINK "http://www.legislature.state.nc.us/" ��http://www.legislature.state.nc.us/�.





Survey Results – Based on information gathered from the December 2005 Disability Services Questionnaire, 49 colleges spent a total of $2,677,359 on accommodations during the 2004-05 fiscal year.  Annual expenses ranged from $300 - $684,839 with an average annual expense of $54,639.  It was estimated that an unduplicated count of 6,929 students with documented disabilities were served by the 49 responding colleges and that the greatest expense was for sign language interpreters.  When asked the main barrier in assisting students with disabilities, 25 colleges listed insufficient funding and 13 listed the lack of sufficient staff.  45 colleges responded that their disability services staff has other duties and responsibilities in addition to working with students with disabilities. 





2006 System Conference


Mark your calendars for the 2006 North Carolina Community College System Conference, October 8-10, 2006 at the Joseph S. Koury Convention Center in Greensboro, North Carolina.





The deadline for proposals has been extended until March 7.  To respond to the “Call for Proposals,” use a web browser to go to �  � PRIVATE HREF="http://www.continuingeducation.ncsu.edu/ncccs"� MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor http://www.ContinuingEducation.ncsu.edu/ncccs�.  At this site, you will see a link for submitting your proposal. Click on the” Submit Your Proposal” link.


AHEAD Southern Regional Conference


Submitted by: Rhonda Treadaway, Counselor, South Piedmont CC


The theme for the upcoming Southern Regional AHEAD Conference is “Beyond Accommodations: Examining the Development of Students with Disabilities.”  The conference will be held at the Holiday Inn Atlanta-Decatur, March 29-31, 2006.  Keynote speaker Salome M. Heyward is scheduled for Friday morning, March 31, from 9:00am-11:00am.





Room rates are $99.00 per night and the registration fee is $125.  Registration information can be accessed at � HYPERLINK "http://www.ga-ahead.org/spring2006conf.html" ��http://www.ga-ahead.org/spring2006conf.html�.
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Upcoming Events





NC-NET – YOUR Input Counts!  


Campuses will soon receive a survey to identify the professional development needs of student development professionals to assist in the development of our own NC-NET website.  Please take the time to complete the survey and return it by the stated deadline.  With your help, this can be an exciting professional development tool for student development!





President’s 2007 Budget Eliminates Perkins Funding





President Bush unveiled his proposed budget for 2007 earlier this month.  The budget calls for the elimination of Perkins in order to fund an initiative to extend No Child Left Behind to high schools.  The budget does say that states and school districts are still allowed to use their own money to fund vocational education, tech-prep and other programs currently being funded with Perkins money.  In past years, Congress has overwhelmingly rejected the elimination and/or reduction of Perkins funding.





Perkins funding is critical in assisting NC community colleges’ students with disabilities, as there are no other state or federal funds dedicated to this purpose.  Please contact your legislators to let them know the impact the elimination of this program would have on your students.





Contact information:  Congress – � HYPERLINK "http://www.house.gov" ��www.house.gov� , � HYPERLINK "http://www.senate.gov" ��www.senate.gov�  








To submit articles or information for this newsletter, contact Karen Yerby at � HYPERLINK "mailto:yerbyk@nccommunitycolleges.edu" ��yerbyk@nccommunitycolleges.edu�.











