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GOLDEN LEAF SCHOLARS PROGRAM – TWO-YEAR COLLEGES

The Golden LEAF Scholars Program – Two-Year Colleges will provide grants of no more than $750 per semester, including summer term for curriculum students and up to $250 per semester for occupational education students to be applied toward their tuition, registration fees, and related expenses at the community college where they are enrolled.  Scholarships will be need and merit based on a first-come, first-serve basis.  Eligible recipients can choose to attend any of the 58 member institutions of the North Carolina Community College System.

To be eligible, a student must:

· Be a permanent resident of one of the 78 rural counties designated as Tier 1 or 2 under the 3-Tier system designated by the Department of Commerce (see list below).

· Curriculum students must show financial need as based on the Free Application for Federal Student Assistance (FAFSA).

· Occupational extension students must demonstrate a need under federal TRIO formula (see formula below).  This criterion will be used so occupational education students will not need to file a Free Application for Federal Student Assistance (FAFSA).  All students will be required to disclose other financial aid awards in order to meet the needs of the broad population of students.

· Curriculum students must be enrolled half-time for a full award.  Less than half-time students may be considered pending availability of funds.

Finalists meeting all the eligibility criteria will undergo a separate “merit” competition.  Selection is based on:

· The effect of the declining economy on his or her family

· Academic record

· Overall evaluation of the application

· Leadership and community service

Application Procedure
Students will need to file a completed application along with transcripts with the college Financial Aid Office they are attending or expect to enroll in.  Applicants bear the responsibility of meeting all deadlines.

Additional Information

For applications and additional information about the Golden LEAF Scholars Program – Two-Year Colleges, contact the Financial Aid Office at the community college you are attending or expect to attend.
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Golden LEAF Scholars Program

Qualifying Counties 2010-2011 Grant Award

North Carolina Community College System

Scholarships are limited to students who demonstrate financial need and reside in a rural county that is tobacco dependent and/or economically distressed (*Tier 1 or Tier 2 under the 3-Tier designation).  A scholarship recipient who resides in an eligible county upon initial award will retain eligibility and will be eligible for renewal awards as long as the student’s place of residence is within the state of North Carolina.
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*As defined by the NC Department of Commerce
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Federal TRIO Programs
2009 Annual Low Income Levels


2010 TRIO Low-Income Levels: On January 22, 2010, the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) published a Federal Register notice advising that the 2009 poverty guidelines will remain in effect until updated 2010 poverty guidelines are published which will not be before March 1. Since the Department uses the HHS poverty guidelines to update the TRIO low-income levels, TRIO grantees shall use the TRIO 2009 Low Income Levels, below, until further notice.

(Effective January 23, 2009 Until Further Notice)

	Size of Family Unit
	48 Contiguous States,
D.C., and Outlying Jurisdictions
	Alaska
	Hawaii

	1
	$16,245
	$20,295
	$18,690

	2
	$21,855
	$27,315
	$25,140

	3
	$27,465
	$34,335
	$31,590

	4
	$33,075
	$41,355
	$38,040

	5
	$38,685
	$48,375
	$44,490

	6
	$44,295
	$55,395
	$50,940

	7
	$49,905
	$62,415
	$57,390

	8
	$55,515
	$69,435
	$63,840


For family units with more than eight members, add the following amount for each additional family member: $5,610 for the 48 contiguous states, the District of Columbia and outlying jurisdictions; $7,020 for Alaska; and $6,450 for Hawaii.

The term "low-income individual" means an individual whose family's taxable income for the preceding year did not exceed 150 percent of the poverty level amount.

The figures shown under family income represent amounts equal to 150 percent of the family income levels established by the Census Bureau for determining poverty status. The poverty guidelines were published by the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services in the Federal Register, Vol. 74, No. 14, January 23, 2009, pp. 4,199-4,201.
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Alamance Community College


Asheville-Buncombe Technical Community College


Beaufort County Community College


Bladen Community College


Blue Ridge Community College


Brunswick Community College


Caldwell Community College and Technical Institute


Cape Fear Community College


Carteret Community College


Catawba Valley Community College


Central Carolina Community College


Central Piedmont Community College


Cleveland Community College


Coastal Carolina Community College


College of The Albemarle


Craven Community College


Davidson County Community College


Durham Technical Community College


Edgecombe Community College


Fayetteville Technical Community College


Forsyth Technical Community College


Gaston College


Guilford Technical Community College


Halifax Community College


Haywood Community College


Isothermal Community College


James Sprunt Community College


Johnston Community College





Lenoir Community College


Martin Community College


Mayland Community College


McDowell Technical Community College


Mitchell Community College


Montgomery Community College


Nash Community College


Pamlico Community College


Piedmont Community College


Pitt Community College


Randolph Community College


Richmond Community College


Roanoke-Chowan Community College


Robeson Community College


Rockingham Community College


Rowan-Cabarrus Community College


Sampson Community College


Sandhills Community College


South Piedmont Community College


Southeastern Community College


Southwestern Community College


Stanly Community College


Surry Community College


Tri-County Community College


Vance-Granville Community College


Wake Technical Community College


Wayne Community College


Western Piedmont Community College


Wilkes Community College


Wilson Community College















MAILING ADDRESS: 5019 MAIL SERVICE CENTER ~ RALEIGH, NC 27699-5019


Street Address: 200 West Jones ~ Raleigh, NC 27603-1379 ~ 919-733-7051 ~ Fax 919-733-0680


AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER


