Results of Honors Courses Survey  
10/2009	

47 colleges responded
41 No
6 Yes  –  Davidson, Lenoir, Southwestern, Wake Tech, Wayne (see comments)
	Several colleges designate “honors student” on transcript and/or degree

Survey Comments:

· We do not offer these sections at CVCC. We tried a very small pilot last year but it went nowhere. However, we are open to trying this again in the future.  And I don't know if we will designate this on the diploma--they would have to take many such classes for this to happen, I think.

· Sandhills CC does not currently have an honor program.  We are investigating implementation of the Honors Hybrid College Concept for 2010.

· At Surry Community College we do not offer honors sections.  However, a student can earn an honors degree by having a cumulative GPA of 3.25 or higher and no grade lower than a C while attending SCC.
 
· Robeson Community College does not offer honors sections of college transfer courses; however, I am curious to hear from Colleges that do this and would be interested in investigating the potential for RCC.

· No, however, we are working to develop an honors program.  

· No, we don't, but I wish we did!

· Gaston does not have honor courses. We do designate "Honors" on students’ diplomas because of GPA.

· (Also from Gaston)  Yes, but let me elaborate.  If the instructor is willing, students in regular sections may opt to contract for additional work.  If the student completes this work satisfactorily, the student will receive honors credit.  We do not have entire sections designated as honors sections.

Transcripts will designate the course as honors.  The student is not recognized as an honors student.  However, we do have an enrichment program that has honors courses as a component.  If the student completes the program, the transcript will designate that the student completed the enrichment program.  

· We have done both of these in the past. We are currently restructuring our program.

· No, we do not. We offered honors sections for a few years, but for many reasons they did not work. For the transfer student, there is nothing practical to be gained by an honors section. For admissions purposes at a university, an "A" in a standard section is better than a "B" in an honors section. That is not the case with high school applicants because of weighted averages.

· BRCC does not offer honors sections in college transfer courses.  Unrelated to specific honors sections, we do, however, designate "Graduating With Honors" if the student has a 3.5 GPA or higher. We place a gold seal on their degree, diploma, or certificate and also indicate "honor graduate" on their transcript. Though I doubt this is pertinent info in regards to your question.

· We tried it a few years ago, but it just didn't "take."

· Question 2   Yes, if they complete the Honor's Program which requires 12 honors credits including the Leadership course.  Wayne CC

· Pitt CC is working on an idea for honors program.

· We do not although we do have an active PTK and these students are recognized at graduation.

· No.  We're still having problems getting the dean's list out of Datatel.  Oh, well, one of these days....

· I don't know of any who have honors programs except for what everyone has - Magna Cum Laude etc - that along with their GPA is designated on their transcript and or their diploma.  

· At Davidson, we do offer a few honors courses. However, we have not been successful in getting this added to the transcript. However, we do place a seal on the student's diploma that designates them a "scholar". 

·  Southwestern Community College does have an Honors Program which is institutionally wide. Students can earn honors credit in college transfer classes as well as career tech and health sciences classes. If students accumulate 12 hours worth of honors work they graduate as an SCC Honors Graduate and this status is also noted on their diploma as well as their transcript. 
 
In addition, Southwestern collaborated with Western Carolina University's Honors College to create a process which allows our students to transfer in up to 12 hours of their SCC honors credit into WCU's Honors College. Dr. Gene Couch from Southwestern, Steve Carlisle and Brian Railsback from WCU's Honors College were instrumental in creating this opportunity. 
 
Through this partnership, achieving WCU's Honors College Graduation status is now within the reach of SCC transfer students.
 
I invite you to visit our website at: http://www.southwesterncc.edu/honors/index.htm for additional information and a current list of classes offering honors work

· The Honors Program is active on both the Main and North campuses of Wake Tech.  The attached Honors Program weblink outlines key points about the application process as well as about the type of work completed by students:
http://honorsprogram.waketech.edu/index.php?page=learnmore 
 
The Honors Program is designed for college transfer students.  At this point in time, the requirements are that an admitted student must complete at least one of the "Honors Option" (described in the above weblink) course sections in the fall semester and one of the "Honors Option" course sections in the spring semester.  To earn Honors credit, it is expected that the student will complete an extra (significant) research/writing assignment and an extra oral presentation assignment at a special end-of-semester function.  This additional work completed by the Honors Program student is typically completed outside of the official class periods.  The end-of-semester function is one in which all Honors Program students present their work to a collection of approximately 30 assembled faculty and staff, including some senior college administrators.

See the two attached Fall 09 Honors Option courses list.  Courses are added to these lists when various College Transfer faculty notify me that they want certain of their college transfer course sections to be added to the list of available courses from which the Honors Program students can select.   Once the lists are finalized, they are distributed to our current and prospective Honors Program students.
 
Summary of some benefits once a student has been accepted in the Honors Program and takes either Honors Option courses or Honors Seminar courses for Honors course credit:

After completion of two Honors Program courses, student's official transcript will be noted with a statement that the student is an Honors Program student.

Twice a year, Honors Program students receive a certificate (with signatures of Wake Tech President Scott and Honors Program Directors) as recognition of completion of specific courses for Honors credit.

Student will receive letters of acceptance in the Honors Program and, upon request, letters of recommendation. 

With the additional work completed by the student, and the one-on-one discussions of this work with the faculty member, the student should gain added academic skills to aid them in their preparation for the university.





