College Tech Prep in North Carolina

From:  1993 North Carolina Strategic Plan 

Tech Prep Purpose: 

The purpose of Tech Prep is “to prepare students with a course of study focused upon technological and academic skills that result in the completion of at least an associate degree, a two-year certification, a two-year registered apprenticeship program, and successful participation in a world-class workforce.” 

Tech Prep Mission:

The mission of Tech Prep is “to engage North Carolina students who are pursuing at least a two-year associate degree, two-year certificate, or two-year registered apprenticeship program in a nationally recognized, integrated technical and academic program of study that prepares them to compete successfully as world-class workers in a global economy.” 

Goal I - To have interdependent (4+2) curriculum programs which are fully functional and mutually respected within the state of North Carolina 

Goal II - To have and maintain a comprehensive career-driven system of preparing students for technical careers 

Goal III - To have a system to prepare students for current, emerging, and future technologies and careers which is fully functional and respected statewide 

Goal IV - To have continuous funding for Tech Prep that is contingent upon identified critical success factors 

Goal V - To be recognized as the “Benchmark” Tech Prep program in the country 

From the National Scene: 

· College Tech Prep started with the passage of the Carl D. Perkins Act in 1990.  It was re-authorized in 1998.  

· College Tech Prep is a strategy to insure Quality Career and Technical Education.  It’s educating our future workforce up front.

Tech Prep:
· Integrates career, technical, and academic coursework 
· Provides for a seamless transition from secondary to post-secondary education 
· Teaches complex skills that have immediate applicability to the workforce
Through Educational Delivery:
· Content is taught in context 
· Academic and technical learning practices are incorporated into teaching  
· College transition is enhanced through course sequencing

· Secondary and post-secondary career pathways are complemented through articulation
· Standards are improved with the application of academics and technology  
Secondary and Post-secondary Competencies are Integrated Through:
· Students receiving high school and college credit for classes 

· Students receiving credit by examination 

· Infusing student career pathways with academic rigor and technical skills

Results Oriented Approach Through:

· Accountability with educational and business partnerships    

· Authentic measurement of student outcomes 

Tech Prep is a reform initiative for workforce development










