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State Board Honors Several at Day of Recognition Awards Luncheon 
 
RALEIGH  - The State Board of Community Colleges recognized the contributions of several 
individuals at its Day of Recognition Awards today, November 21.  The luncheon was held at the 
RBC Center in Raleigh. 
 
I.E. Ready 
 
President Emeritus H. Martin Lancaster was honored by the State Board of Community Colleges 
with its most prestigious award, the I.E. Ready.  The award was established in 1983 and is 
named for Issac Epps Ready, the first state director of the NC Department of Community 
Colleges.  Lancaster was recognized for his important contributions to the establishment and 
growth of North Carolina's community colleges.  
 
Lancaster was instrumental in securing 
the passage of the 2000 Higher 
Education Bond Referendum, was a 
strong proponent of university transfer 
programs being available on community 
college campuses, and helped shepherd 
the growth of biotechnology education in 
community colleges that have enhanced 
the biotechnology industry in North 
Carolina. 
 
The Wayne County lawyer was a Judge 
Advocate in the US Navy and was also  
an active reservist. He was a member               SBCC Vice Chair Linwood Powell, Lancaster, President Ralls 

of the N.C. House of Representatives (1979 – 1987) and a member of the U.S. House of 
Representatives (1987-1995).  He also worked in the Clinton Administration and was an 
Assistant Secretary of the Army (Civil Works) from 1996-1997.  Lancaster became system 
president in July 1997 and retired in May 2008. 

Lancaster now practices law at Smith Anderson of Raleigh. He and his wife, Alice, have two 
daughters and sons-in-law, Ashley and Trent Templer and Mary and Christopher Lehrman, and 
three grandchildren, Ella Kathryn Templer, Elizabeth Pate Templer and Wade Franklin Lehrman. 

 

 
 



 
2008 Distinguished Partners for Excellence Award 
 
The State Board of Community Colleges established the Distinguished Partners for Excellence 
Award in November 2005.  The award recognizes an exemplary employer, business, or industry 
group that has demonstrated decisive involvement and a firm commitment to the professional 
development of its employees and/or to the development of North Carolina's workforce through 
its partnership efforts with one or more of the 58 community colleges in the North Carolina 
Community College System.  Two business/college partnerships are recognized each year. 
     
The partnership between Volvo Construction Equipment and Asheville-Buncombe Technical 
Community College is the first recipient.  A-B Tech was closely involved in the recruitment and 
negotiation of Volvo locating a 
new production line at its 
Asheville facility.  The addition 
led to the retention of more than 
260 existing jobs and will bring 
300 new jobs into Buncombe 
County.  “We look to A-B Tech 
as our first source to provide for 
our training needs,” said Allison 
Moses, Volvo plant manager.   
 
 
 
 
 

Above  - Powell, Alison Moses, A-B Tech Pres. Betty Young, Ralls 
 
 
Below - Powell, Surry President Deborah Friedman, Ed Shelton, Charlie Shelton, Ralls 

 

The second 
partnership 
recognized is 
between Shelton 
Vineyards and 
Surry 
Community 
College.  
Brothers    
Charlie and Ed 
Shelton saw 
vineyard and 
winery  
operations as a 
way “to 
diversify the  

farming industry and to open the doors to new possibilities…such as agri-tourism.”  They asked 
Surry Community College to develop classes to train the grape and wine industry, thus building 
the foundation for a viable alternative for North Carolina’s agricultural economy.  The 
partnership has led to a growing industry, in Surry County and across North Carolina.   
 
 



2008 Wachovia President of the Year 
 

Dr. Stephen C. Scott, president of Wake Technical Community College is the 2008 Wachovia 
President of the Year.  Under his leadership, which has focused on value-added education and on 
leadership development for faculty, staff and students, enrollment at the college has grown by an 
average of eight percent a year. His commitment to workforce training has helped North 
Carolina attract numerous high profile companies, and his effective use of partnerships has 
resulted in groundbreaking new transfer agreements with four-year institutions. His advocacy 

also helped the college win overwhelming approval of two 
bond referenda in three years.  

A native of Liberty, South Carolina, Dr. Scott began his 
education career teaching high school mathematics and 
physics in the state. He began his community college 
affiliation as a part-time instructor and then held 
administrative positions in South Carolina before moving to 
North Carolina in 1988.  Dr. Scott has served as president of 
Lenoir Community College in Kinston from 2002–2003 and 
Southeastern Community College  in Whiteville from 1988–
1999.  He has also served as executive vice president and 
chief operating officer of the North Carolina Community 
College System from 1999–2002. He currently serves as 
president of the North Carolina Association of Community 
College Presidents. 

Dr. Scott earned a BA in economics and mathematics, a master’s in educational administration, 
and a doctorate in vocational and technical education, all from Clemson University.  
 
Dr. Scott is married to Patsy Jordan Scott. They have two children, Lance and Stephanie, and 
two grandchildren, Lawson and Charlie. 
 
The President of the Year Award was established in 2001 to recognize an outstanding 
community college president. Wachovia is the sponsor for the President of the Year Award.  
 
2008 R. J. Reynolds Excellence in Teaching Award Recipient 
 
The Excellence in Teaching Award was established in 1985 by the 
State Board of Community Colleges to provide recognition for full-
time teachers who exemplify the highest standards of instruction and 
professionalism in the classroom and who consistently demonstrate 
excellence in service to their colleges and communities. The award is 
sponsored by the State Board of Community Colleges and endowed 
by R.J. Reynolds.  
 
Jessica Brown, this year’s EIT winner, has been a biology, anatomy 
and physiology instructor at Central Carolina Community College 
since 2001.  Brown shares an enthusiasm for biology with her 
students who say she “makes learning in her classroom a wonderful 
experience.”    
 



Brown began as adjunct professor of biology at Randolph Community College in 2000.   Her 
father, Jim Hall, was a biology instructor at Central Piedmont Community College for 33 years 
before retiring in 2001.  He loved sharing his knowledge of living creatures with his daughter.  
She has also been a latent evidence instructor since 2005 and has taught online biology courses 
since 2007.  
 
Brown and husband, Barry, have a 2 ½-year-old son, Andrew, and are members of Tyson’s 
Creek Baptist Church in Bear Creek.  They live on a working cattle and chicken farm near Bear 
Creek that has been in Barry’s family for four generations.  
 
Brown received $8,000 and a plaque in recognition of her accomplishment.  The Central 
Carolina Community College Foundation will receive $2,000.  

 
Other finalists for the NCCCS 2008 Excellence in 
Teaching Award are Katherine Allen, Special 
Education/Early Childhood instructor, Blue Ridge 
C.C.; Cathy Cook, Communications instructor, 
Rowan Cabarrus C.C.; Tim Haley, professor of music, 
Sandhills C.C.; and Maria Orsini, Associate Degree 
Nursing instructor, Vance-Granville C.C.  Each 
finalist received $500 and a plaque and his or her 
college also received a plaque. 
 
 
 
 

  Left to right:  Haley, Allen and Orsini (not pictured – Cook) 

 
 
2008 BB&T Staff Person of the Year 

 
Louise Mathews, executive director of the foundation at Carteret 
Community College, is the 2008 BB&T Staff Person of the Year.  
The award was established in 2001 to recognize the outstanding 
achievements of a staff member at one of North Carolina's 58 
community colleges.  She received $8,000 and a plaque.  The 
Carteret Community College Foundation will receive $2,000. 
 
Mathews’ first community college job was as a part-time instructor 
at Piedmont Community College.  She joined the staff at Carteret 
Community College in 1999 where she also serves as vice 
president for advancement. 
 
Under her leadership, the college foundation has secured nearly 
$5.2 million in grants from federal, state and private organizations.  
This year, the foundation provided more than $331,000 in support 
for students and programs at the college. 
 

Mathews and her husband, John, have a daughter, Maya. They attend St. Egbert’s Catholic 
Church in Morehead City. 
 
 
 



Retirees from the 58 community colleges and the System Office were also recognized for their 
contribution.  This year, 356 persons have retired during the period from July 2, 2007 through 
july1, 2008.  They have contributed more than 9,000 combined years of dedicated service to 
education.  Many of the retirees attended the luncheon and received a certificate of appreciation 
from Dr. Linwood Powell, vice chair of the State Board of Community Colleges and Dr. Scott 
Ralls, president of the NC Community Colleges. 
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