
The North Carolina economy is transforming in many 
ways and on many levels. One key transformation 
involves the State’s shift from an economy based on 
traditional manufacturing to a new economy driven 
increasingly by knowledge-intensive business services. 
Many semi-skilled workers are finding they do not have 
the skills to compete for jobs in high demand 
occupations. The difficulties facing these workers are 
exacerbated by the fact that the level of skills needed to 
be competitive for good paying jobs is rising 
dramatically with time. Available jobs offering middle-
income pay now demand more formal education, often 
beyond a high school degree.  
 
The length of time to receive the necessary training, 
particularly for high school dropouts, can appear 
daunting.  Career pathways that include Integrated 
Education and Training provide authentic solutions for 
accelerating an individual’s educational and career 
journey.   
 
Integrated Education and Training is a service 
approach that provides adult education and literacy 
activities concurrently and contextually with 
workforce preparation activities and workforce training 
to increase the educational and career advancement of 
participants in high-demand occupational sectors.  The 
approach was developed jointly among WIOA partners.  
IET models are effective in part because they recognize 
that busy working adults need opportunities to acquire 
basic skills in a meaningful context that has an 
immediate application, enables credential attainment, 
and can directly increase their earning power.  
 
Now more than ever, it is critical to explore effective 
integrated education and training models to help 
accelerate career paths for our jobseekers.  Oakton 
Community College is a WIOA, Title II partner and 
eager to collaborate with our workforce partners to 
make this happen! 
 
Sources:  State of the North Carolina Workforce An Assessment of the State’s 
Labor Force Demand and Supply 2007 – 2017, The North Carolina Commission 
on Workforce Development 
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Common Mission… 
Common Vision 

Together we can make a difference! 

Creating Opportunity through 
Career Pathways and Integrated 

Education & Training 

College and Career Readiness 

Contact 
Jane Doe, Director 
Oakton Community College, College and Career Readiness 
555.342.5678 
jdoe@occ.edu 


