Activity
Is it hospice or is it palliative care?
This exercise is to help the Aide identify the difference between palliative care and hospice.  We know that hospice care has been described as, “Palliative care intensified.” Hospice has the time frame of 6 months or less to live if the disease follows it normal course.
This can be a class discussion, group or individual activity.  
Have the participant/s decide if this is a patient appropriate for a Palliative Care  (PC) program or hospice care and then give explanation to justify their answer.

1.  Case #1:  This is an 87 year old male who has had 2 strokes and has advanced Parkinson’s disease.  He has a Foley catheter and requires total care. He is at home, doesn’t want to ever go back to the hospital, but doesn’t believe he is going to expire any time soon.  
Would he be best cared for in a PC program or Hospice?
Why?

2. Case #2:  A 70 year old widowed lady who has been told she has pancreatic cancer and has at the most 1 year to live if she chooses radiation and chemo. She needs assistance with her personal care and has some spiritual issues as well.  It is her choice to try the recommended treatment. 
Would she be appropriate for a PC program or Hospice?
Why?
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3.  Case #3:   Mr. Jones is a 64 year old who has liver cancer that has spread to his brain and his bones.  He has been told by his doctor, there is nothing else they can do for him and given him a 3 months prognosis. 
Would he be appropriate for a PC program or Hospice?
Why?





Talking Points

Case #1: 
Would he be best cared for in a PC program or Hospice?   PC program
Why?  He probably would not be receptive to hospice.  This case is one in which it would be difficult for the physician to predict his prognosis. When thinking about patient-centered care, he would be best off in a PC program. This program would do their best to keep him at home, support his family and deal with his symptoms as they occur.
Case #2:  
Would she be appropriate for a PC program or Hospice? PC program
Why? Adhering to patient centered care—She has a has chosen to continue with curative care. When patients come to hospice they forgo curative and aggressive treatments.   It is obvious she does need some additional services.

3.  Case #3:   Mr. Jones is a 64 year old who has liver cancer that has spread to his brain and his bones.  He has been told by his doctor, there is nothing else they can do for him and given him a 3 months prognosis. 
Would he be appropriate for a PC program or Hospice? Hospice
Why?  He has a terminal diagnosis and have been given less than 6 months to live.


