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1. Wake Tech CC  
John Boone 
Dean/SACSCOS 
ACC, Liaison 

Page 4, line 
9 

I was wondering if this new (revised) 
SBCCC dealing with the establishment of Multi-
Campus Centers should include a direct reference 
to “approval by SACSCOC of the site” under Step 3 
(page 4, line 9) State Board Approval. I feel that 
final approval of the site by the NC State Board of 
Community Colleges should include evidence that 
SACSCOC has approved the site prior to the State 
of North Carolina granting additional funds to a 
community college for a new site. SACSCOC 
approval is referenced on page 2 line 3 as part of 
the initial application process – but not in the final 
“State Board Approval” step. 
 

SO Recommendation:  No change.  Per page 2, line 3, 
colleges shall obtain prior approval and maintain 
approval of the MCC from SACSCOC. Since SACSCOC 
approval for the MCC will have already been 
documented, staff do not believe it is necessary to add 
SACSCOC approval again on page 4, line 9. If for any 
reason there is any outstanding documentation related to 
SACSCOC approval at the time of application, the State 
Board should make final approval of the MCC contingent 
upon receipt of that documentation. 

Page 3, 
lines 17-18 

I noticed that on page 3 line 17-18 that the new 
code would require colleges to submit their 
application by September 15 but with the 
SACSCOC timeline for submitting a prospectus 
(report) concerning a new off-campus location 
(Defined in North Carolina as Multi-Campus 
Centers) being January 1 for site to open in August 
– this is a tight time table for institutions, 
especially since SACSCOC would like to see 
evidence that the NC System Office has “blessed” 

SO Recommendation:  No change.  Since the MCC must 
enroll a minimum of 300 BFTE (page 2, line 24) the MCC 
new campus would already have to be in operation prior 
to submitting the application, unless the college 
requested, and the State Board granted an exception. If 
the State Board granted an exception, yes, the 
preliminary approval would occur by November 30. The 
September 15 date is necessary to meet annual State 
budget deadlines of November 30 for submission of 
budget requests, which would include any State Board 
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the new site embedded in the January 1 report to 
Atlanta. 
 
Example: 
 
If Wake Tech decided to establish a new campus 
(off-campus as defined by SACSCOC) in Wendell to 
be open in August 2020 (this is just an example) 

1. Wake Tech submits Multi-Campus Center 

application to the NC System Office by 

September 15, 2019 

2.   Wake Tech submits SACSCOC prospectus 

report concerning the new off-campus site 

by January 1, 2020 (** the report would 

actually have to be in the hands of 

SACSCOC by December 1, 2019 – since 

their office is closed most of December) 

Included in this SACSCOC report would be 

a letter from the NC System Office 

approving the new site 

The issue is, can the NC System Office turn around 
the application quickly (between September 15 – 
November 30) in order for the approval document 
(letter from NC System Office to Dr. Ralls) to be 
included in the SACSCOC report?" 

approved MCCs. Therefore, staff does not believe a 
change is needed. 
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2. NCCCS Office  
Jason Forlines 
Director of 
Accounting and 
Special Projects 

Page 3, 
lines 5-6  

1. On page 3, lines 5-6, I think it’s assumed that 
the wording means that the MCC would be 
reduced to Level One funding by saying that it 
would be categorized as such, but it doesn’t 
specifically say that and it probably 
should.  Someone might argue later that a Level 
One was specifically worded to have its funding 
reduced and a Level Two wasn’t so that might not 
have been the intent.  I believe that it is the 
intent. 
 
I would suggest taking this sentence: “If the MCC’s 
budget FTE continues to remain below the 
minimum in the third fiscal year, the budget 
allocation for a Level 1 MCC will be eliminated, 
and it will no longer be designated as a MCC, and 
for a Level 2 MCC, the MCC will be categorized as 
a Level 1 MCC,” 
  
and reword it to the following two sentences: 
  
“If a Level 2 MCC’s budget FTE continues to 
remain below the minimum in the third fiscal year, 
the MCC would be recategorized as a Level 1 MCC 
and its budget allocation would be decreased to 
the Level 1 funding.  If a Level 1 MCC’s budget FTE 
continues to remain below the minimum in the 
third fiscal year, the MCC would no longer be 

1. SO Recommendation:  Modify.  Staff agrees with 
clarifying page 3, lines 2-6 by replacing this sentence: “If 
the MCC’s budget FTE continues to remain below the 
minimum in the third fiscal year, the budget allocation for 
a Level 1 MCC will be eliminated, and it will no longer be 
designated as a MCC, and for a Level 2 MCC, the MCC will 
be categorized as a Level 1 MCC.” 
  
with the following two sentences: 
  
“If a Level 2 MCC’s budget FTE continues to remain below 
the minimum in the third fiscal year, the MCC would be 
recategorized as a Level 1 MCC and its budget allocation 
would be decreased to the Level 1 funding.  If a Level 1 
MCC’s budget FTE continues to remain below the 
minimum in the third fiscal year, the MCC would no 
longer be designated as an MCC and its budget allocation 
will be eliminated.” 
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designated as an MCC and its budget allocation 
will be eliminated.” 
 

2. On line 10 of the same page, the official name 
of the college is College of The Albemarle, so we 
should probably capitalize the T in “the.” 

2. SO Recommendation:  Modify. Staff agrees with 
capitalizing T in “the” on page 3, line 10. 
 
 

3. 
 
 
 
 

Central Carolina 
CC 
H. Julian Philpott, 
Jr., Chairman, 
BOT 

 1. The proposed rule does not consider that the 
MCCs serve as the primary location of various 
services for other sites that are closer to the MCCs 
than to a community college's main campus. CCCC 
serves a rural area with many small towns across 
Chatham, Lee, and Harnett counties. Collectively, 
the service-area of CCCC covers over I ,500 square 
miles. For comparison, the State of Delaware is 
only I ,981 square miles, and it has three 
community colleges and more than six 
universities. In an effort to meet the needs of our 
communities and develop the local workforce, 
ecce has established a variety of smaller sites in 
many of the towns in the College's service area 
that the MCC in each county supports. For 
example, the Harnett MCC serves as the main 
center for student support and administration 
services for students who take classes at CCCC's 
Dunn Center and Harnett Health Sciences Center. 
The Chatham MCC serves as the main center for 
student support and administration services for 

SO Recommendation:  SBCC Policy Decision.  The public 
comments submitted identify various issues for State 
Board consideration when making a policy decision on 
the proposed rule.  System Office staff provide the 
following clarifications for the State Board’s 
consideration when evaluating comments: 
 
1. The proposed rule does not remove a college’s ability 

to establish centers within the college’s service area. 

Colleges have had and continue to have authority to 

establish centers to meet local needs. The proposed 

rule codifies the process and criteria required to 

receive supplemental state funding for multi-campus 

centers.  While a multi-campus center may provide 

services to a college’s off campus center(s), any FTE 

generated at an off-campus center has never been 

included in the BFTE for the multi-campus center or 

the minimum BFTE required to obtain the multi-

campus center supplemental funding. 
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students enrolled at the Siler City Center and who 
will be enrolled at the currently- under-
construction Chatham Health Sciences Center. 
These counties' smaller sites are closer to the 
MCC than they are to CCCC's main campus in Lee 
County. 
 
Without the proximity to Harnett's MCC and 
Chatham's MCC, many students served by these 
centers would simply not attend any college than 
drive up to 45 minutes or more to the Lee County 
Campus in Sanford to get needed student 
services. CCCC would be unable to serve its 
geographically-dispersed population without 
having these MCCs. Furthermore, these 
populations would also not be served by other 
community colleges as none of the community 
colleges in adjacent service areas are in as close 
proximity to the population centers as are CCCC's 
MCCs. 
 
2.  Eliminating funding for many of NCCCS's MCCs 
jeopardizes the ability of those community 
colleges to maintain SACS COC accreditation. 
Specifically, the current funding provides the 
supp011and administrative services SACS COC 
requires within a reasonable distance for students 
taking classes at college sites. As previously noted, 
CCCC has numerous sites supported by two MCCs, 

2. The funding provided for multi-campus centers via 

this proposed rule is supplemental funding. Colleges 

receive instructional and institutional & academic 

support funding for all BFTE served at multi-campus 

centers. Proposed rule 1B SBCCC 200.3(c)(9) (p. 2, 

lines 24 – p. 3, line 7) establishes a minimum of 300 

budget FTE. It also establishes a multi-year process 

(year 1 warning, year 2 50% reduction, year 3 100% 

reduction) to allow a college time to bring the budget 

FTE back up to the established minimum.  

3. The funding provided for multi-campus centers via 

this proposed rule is supplemental funding. Colleges 

receive instructional and institutional & academic 

support funding for all BFTE, including online BFTE, 

served at multi-campus centers. 

4. Non-budget FTE is not included in any State funding 

formulas, except that non-budget FTE is counted in 

establishing a college president’s 3 salary grade. 

5. The two Centers referenced on page 3, lines 10-12 

were established by the General Assembly, did not go 

through a State Board approval process, and have 

never had to meet the 300 BFTE.  

It is a policy decision of the State Board to determine if 
MCCs that originally met the 300 BFTE requirement but 
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to which students travel to receive SACS COC 
required services. The removal of these locations 
as MCCs because of the loss of funding reduces 
CCCC's capacity to remain in in compliance with 
SACS COC and poses a risk to CCCC's 
accreditation. Certainly, other NC community 
colleges will encounter similar issues with the 
elimination of MCC funding. 
 
Similar to how the proposed rule might be in 
contradiction to its stated purpose, the expected 
accreditation issues resulting from the loss of 
funding will inhibit community colleges from 
complying with section C item 3 of the proposed 
rule: "Programs and services provided through 
MCCs shall comply with The Principles of 
Accreditation." 
 
3.  The proposed rule's current language excludes 
FTE generated from online courses. As with other 
community colleges, CCCC's MCCs support full-
time instructors stationed at each MCC who teach 
online courses in addition to seated courses at the 
MCCs and associated sites as part of their 
instructional loads. These instructors teach these 
courses and utilize the resources available to them 
at each MCC. Not making an allowance for those 
FTEs instructors at MCCs generate to be pat1of 
the total FTE count at a particular MCC ignores 

no longer do so, should continue to receive this MCC 
supplemental funding. 
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the administrative support and infrastructure the 
MCCs provide. 
 
A section in the proposed rule could be 
established to track the FTE generated from full-
time instructors who are assigned full-time to 
MCCs for these online courses and credit those 
FTEs to the overall MCC FTE count. 
 
4.   The language of the proposed rule also 
excludes non-budget FTE courses. CCCC and other 
community colleges offer many of these courses-
such as pottery and creative writing-that are 
important to the communities they serve. While 
these courses would not generate large amounts 
of FTE, CCCC judges them to be important for 
meeting the needs of its service-area 
communities. MCCs support these types of 
courses, and the elimination of MCC funding 
would result in the elimination of such valuable 
programming for the communities that support 
the College. 
 
5.   Finally, the exceptions made for MCCs 
established by the General Assembly noted in 
section D create an inherent inequity in the 
proposed rule for all other community colleges. 
CCCC does not take issue with the exception for 
these General-Assembly established MCCs, but 
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CCCC certainly notes that its MCCs generate much 
more FTE than either of those MCCs. The 
potential elimination of MCC funding for all other 
community colleges, resulting in the reduction of 
programming and services to similar 
disadvantaged populations, will codify reduced 
access to higher education for all other 
community-college service areas with MCCs that 
generate similar amounts of FTE- if not more FTE 
but still below the minimum of 300- as those two 
General-Assembly established MCCs. 
 

4. Piedmont CC. 
Pamela Senegal 
President 
 

 The Multi-Campus Center (MCC) in Piedmont 
Community College’s (PCC) service area is situated 
in both a Tier 1 county and is classified by the NC 
Broadband Infrastructure Office as, “having 
average download speeds of less than 10 
megabytes per second throughout the county 
(unacceptably low).” Increasingly, our students 
take a course load with a mixture of delivery 
methods, including at least one online course. 
Students not only complete their online 
coursework while at our MCC, but they also 
access a variety of student support services while 
there. In rural communities such as ours, citizens 
face extremely limited residential internet 
connectivity. Additionally, many of the townships 
within Caswell County also lack cell phone tower 
coverage, thus effectively shutting out many 

SO Recommendation:  SBCC Policy Decision. The public 
comments submitted identify various issues for State 
Board consideration when making a policy decision on 
the proposed rule.  System Office staff provide the 
following clarifications for the State Board’s 
consideration when evaluating comments: 
 
The funding provided for multi-campus centers via this 
proposed rule is supplemental funding. Colleges receive 
instructional and institutional and academic support 
funding for all BFTE, including online BFTE, served at 
multi-campus centers.  
 
This is a policy decision of the State Board. 
 
The State Board’s Multi-Campus Study Committee 
approved the proposed rule that excludes online FTE. 
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citizens from participation in educational 
opportunities with online components.  
 
Excluding fully online courses for students based 
at a particular MCC wrongly assumes that they 
receive no services from the physical center, and it 
disadvantages us in the calculation of MCC FTE. 
For this reason, we request an exception to this 
proposed rule that would either allow us, and 
other rural colleges in a similar situation, to 
include fully online classes in the calculation of 
MCC FTE for colleges like ours, who meet both 
thresholds (Tier 1 and NC Broadband designation) 
noted above or exempt us and allow our MCC 
funding to continue as is currently in place. This 
revision would take into consideration the critical 
role the MCC center plays in rural communities for 
the provision of internet connectivity and support 
services that would otherwise not be available to 
our students. 
 
I hope that these comments will provide some 
insight into the reality of rural communities 
without significant broadband access for its 
citizens. Please call if you have questions or need 
further clarification. 
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5. Rowan-Cabarrus 
CC 
Carol Spaulding 
President 

 Proposed Revisions for Section 9 Verbiage 
 
The MCC must enroll a minimum of 300 
(curriculum, occupational extension, or basic 
skills) budget FTE. Budget FTE for the MCC 
includes: 1) Budget FTE earned via students 
enrolled in face-to-face or hybrid instruction 
originating from and delivered at that MCC 
location; 2) All budget FTE earned via students 
who enroll in one or more online sections and one 
or more face-to-face or hybrid course(s) 
originating from and delivered at that multi-
campus location. If an MCC drops below the 
minimum budget FTE (Level I MCC minimum is 
300 and Level 2 MCC minimum is 1,201), the 
System Office will provide the college president 
with a written notification that this drop occurred 
after that year’s budget allocations are approved 
by the State Board. If the MCC’s budget FTE 
remains below the minimum in the subsequent 
fiscal year, the MCC budget allocation for that 
MCC will be reduced proportionately to the FTE 
decline. If the MCC’s budget FTE continues to 
remain below the minimum in the third fiscal year, 
the budget allocation for a Level 1 MCC will be 
eliminated, and it will no longer be designated as 
a MCC, and for a Level 2 MCC, the MCC will be 
categorized as a Level 1 MCC. A college must 

SO Recommendation:  SBCC Policy Decision. The public 
comments submitted identify various issues for State 
Board consideration when making a policy decision on 
the proposed rule.  System Office staff provide the 
following clarifications for the State Board’s 
consideration when evaluating comments: 
 
The funding provided for multi-campus centers via this 
proposed rule is supplemental funding. Colleges receive 
instructional and institutional & academic support 
funding for all BFTE, including online BFTE, served at 
multi-campus centers.  
 
This is a policy decision of the State Board. 
 
The State Board’s Multi-Campus Study Committee 
approved the proposed rule that excludes online FTE. 
 
It is a policy decision of the State Board to determine if 
MCCs that originally met the 300 BFTE requirement but 
no longer do so, should continue to receive this MCC 
supplemental funding.  
 
The State Board’s Multi-Campus Study Committee 
approved the proposed rule with the 50% (in year 2) and 
then 100% (in year 3) phase out of funds. 
 



Attachment FC 06 

Page 11 of 17 
SBCC 

03/15/2019 
 

 

 Commenter Page and 
Line # 

Public Comment System Office Response 

follow the MCC approval process to re-establish 
an MCC in any future year. 
 
The current assignment of online FTE exclusively 
to the main campus appears to be simply a state 
reporting “ICR” process and does not 
appropriately address the instructional 
support required at the multi-campuses. Students 
taking face-to-face or hybrid courses at MCCs, 
who also take one or more online course(s), are 
supported by financial aid, advising, and other 
instructional support services located at the MCC 
and should have their full schedule and FTE 
attributed to that MCC. Currently, all online FTE to 
the College’s main campus regardless of where 
those services are provided, therefore 
misrepresenting the amount of FTE and therefore 
the students that the MCC supports.   
 
At Rowan-Cabarrus, we now generate more FTE 
from Cabarrus County than we do from Rowan 
County, but Rowan County is where our Main 
Campus is located.  At our Cabarrus South 
Campus, we provide a full complement of 
administrative support, financial aid advising, 
admissions staff, advisors, a second “Navigation 
Station” with customer service representatives 
assisting students as they walk in, as well as 
providing a testing center and a fully functioning 
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library/learning resource center with tutoring 
services. Last year, students who were enrolled in 
face-to-face classes at South Campus and one or 
more online course(s), generated 312 FTE from 
online classes supported by 
administrative/instructional support at South 
Campus, however, the 312 FTE was attributed to 
the main campus.  
 
Our attached revisions [System Office Note:  See 
Attachment A to FC 06 for the revisions referenced 
here] also include a suggested change in the way 
the funding for an FTE decline is calculated for 
MCCs. Rather than a 50% drop in funding, we 
suggest decreasing funding proportionately to the 
FTE decline during the three-year transition 
period. Our system’s practice is to use a two or 
three year rolling average before budgets are cut 
and we do not cut these budgets by a draconian 
50% after one year.  
  
In summary, currently all online FTE is credited to 
a college’s main campus and no online FTE is 
attributed to the MCC even though the 
instructional support for those online students is 
provided at the MCC. By revising the MCC policy 
and criteria as suggested in our revisions, we can 
more fairly address this issue. 
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6. Blue Ridge CC 
Dr. Laura 
Leatherwood 
President 
On behalf of 
John B. Gould 
Chairman 
BRCC BOT 
 
 

 Blue Ridge Community College serves Henderson 
County and provides a multi-campus center 
(MCC) in Brevard, NC to serve Transylvania 
County. Although the Transylvania County 
Campus (TCC) is located approximately 22 
miles from the main campus, this does not take 
into consideration the rural, mountainous 
nature of our service area and the amount of 
driving time it actually takes for students to 
travel to and from the College. The TCC is 
well-established in a location that provides 
geographic access where the main campus 
cannot adequately provide community college 
programs and services. In addition to serving 
the general population, the TCC also provides 
programs and services for the following four 
off-campus locations in Transylvania County: 
Davidson River High School, Brevard High 
School, Rosman High School, and Schenck Job 
Corps Center. These off-campus sites are even 
further from the main campus in Henderson 
County. The College staff support provides 
admissions, registration, testing, counseling, 
library services, job placement and cashier 
services for both curriculum and non-
curriculum students taking classes at the off-
campus locations. 
 

SO Recommendation:  SBCC Policy Decision. The public 
comments submitted identify various issues for State 
Board consideration when making a policy decision on 
the proposed rule.  System Office staff provide the 
following clarifications for the State Board’s 
consideration when evaluating comments: 
 
The funding provided for multi-campus centers via this 
proposed rule is supplemental funding. Colleges receive 
instructional and institutional & academic support 
funding for all BFTE, including online BFTE, served at 
multi-campus centers.  
 
This is a policy decision of the State Board. 
 
The State Board’s Multi-Campus Study Committee 
approved the proposed rule that excludes online FTE. 
 
It is a policy decision of the State Board to determine if 
MCCs that originally met the 300 BFTE requirement but 
no longer do so, should continue to receive this MCC 
supplemental funding.  
 
The State Board’s Multi-campus Study Committee 
approved the proposed rule with the 50% (in year 2) and 
then 100% (in year 3) phase out of funds 
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Campus status is calculated based on the 
number of FTE earned via face-to-face or hybrid 
instruction originating from and delivered at 
that MCC location. However, it is important to 
note that the TCC supports and administers the 
programs at all three of the off-campus 
locations. The off-campus locations earn FTE 
which can be directly tied to the support 
provided by the programs and services of the 
TCC faculty and staff. At this time, those 
additional FTE are not factored into the 
calculation for the multi-campus center, which 
negatively impacts the budget FTE required for 
multi-campus status. 
 
Blue Ridge Community College has maintained a 
presence in Transylvania County for more than 
45 years. The College has developed and 
provides programs and services based on 
evidence of student demands and community 
needs. The multi-campus center has the full 
backing of the County government, which 
provides support for maintenance and 
operations of the TCC. The TCC has a strong 
partnership with the Transylvania County 
Schools, which is evidenced by the growing 
number of high school students enrolled in 
BRCC courses, both on and off campus. We are 
also proud of the fact that during the recent off-
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site reaffirmation visit by the Southern 
Association of Colleges and Schools (SACSCOC), 
the College and its multi-campus center were 
found in full compliance with the principles of 
accreditation, with no findings and zero 
recommendations. All of this would be in 
jeopardy without the full funding of our multi-
campus center. 
 
Blue Ridge Community College has established a 
thriving campus with more than the minimum 
one required associate degree, including the 
Associate in Arts, Associate in Science, 
Automotive Systems Degree, Associate Degree 
in Nursing, along with several continuing 
education programs in health occupations, 
computer training, emergency medical services, 
adult education, and literacy. Additionally, the 
TCC houses a Small Business Center and an 
NCWorks Career Center, dedicated to 
connecting businesses and employees through 
career planning, training, and placement 
services. The Schenck Job Corps is also a growing 
instructional site where the College provides 
training in the building trades, culinary, 
automotive, and human resources 
development (HRD). 
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To impose a rule whereby the multi-campus 
center funding would be reduced by fifty 
percent (50%) and/or eliminated the following 
year due to a drop in budget FTE would be 
devastating to the operation of the MCC and 
the programs and services being offered. I 
certainly understand, and agree, that there 
should be budget FTE guidelines to maintain 
the integrity of the multi-campus criteria. 
However, the ones proposed are hardly flexible 
enough, or timely enough, for colleges to meet 
during periods of temporary enrollment drops. 
To completely eliminate funding in the third 
fiscal year and remove campus designation does 
not support the original mission of establishing 
the multi-campus centers nor does it provide 
the flexibility necessary to maintain strong 
programs and services in locations far from the 
main campus. Moreover, to lose even partial 
funding support for the MCC would be a 
catastrophic loss for the rural communities that 
we serve, leaving them even further behind 
while increasing the rural/urban divide that we 
are striving to bridge. Students in the far-
reaching communities of our service area 
would be greatly impacted if the MCC funding 
is cut or lost. 
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On behalf of the Board of Trustees, Blue Ridge 
Community College administration, and 
Henderson and Transylvania Counties that we 
serve, I am adamantly opposed to the 
implementation of a rule which would threaten 
to cut by fifty percent (50%) or even eliminate 
the multi-campus budget allocation in the third 
fiscal year. Furthermore, I am opposed to this 
rule as it relates to budget FTE being tied to 
only the instruction originating from and 
delivered at the MCC location; knowing that 
the College provides programs and services and 
generates additional budget FTE throughout 
the service area at off-campus locations. 
 
I appreciate the opportunity to provide written 
comments related to this proposed rule. We are 
grateful for the support the State Board of 
Community Colleges provides to our College 
and our multi-campus center. Without this 
support and funding, we would not be able to 
meet the education and training needs of the 
communities that we serve. 
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TITLE 1. COMMUNITY COLLEGES 2 

 3 

CHAPTER B. COLLEGE OPERATIONS 4 

 5 

SUBCHAPTER 200. PROGRAM ACCOUNTABILITY 6 

 7 

1B SBCCC 200.3 Establishing Multi-Campus Centers 8 

(a) Definition. A multi-campus center (“MCC”) is a convenience location in the community 9 

college service area to provide appropriate population and geographic access for 10 

community outreach, testing, faculty and staff offices, as well as literacy, continuing 11 

education, and curriculum instruction. Students may complete certificates, diplomas, 12 

and associate degrees at MCC locations. Comprehensive instructional support 13 

functions including, but not limited to libraries and student development services, are 14 

parts of the operation. An MCC must provide students the opportunity to complete at 15 

least one associate degree at the MCC. 16 

(b) Purpose. The purpose of the SBCC’s policy on MCCs is to help ensure that 17 

appropriate geographic access to community college programs and services is 18 

provided to students while minimizing the unnecessary duplication and proliferation 19 

of facilities and while minimizing the negative impact on existing community college 20 

campuses and centers. 21 

(c) Establishment and Maintenance.  To establish and maintain an MCC designation, 22 

colleges must satisfy all of the following criteria: 23 

(1) The MCC is established in a location that provides geographic access to 24 

community college programs and services in a location within the college service 25 

area that is at least ten (10) miles from the main campus or other MCC locations 26 

or the college must provide evidence that the MCC is established in a location 27 

where the main campus or other MCC locations cannot adequately provide 28 

community college programs and services. This provision only applies to MCCs 29 

established after the effective date of this rule. 30 
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(2) Colleges shall provide programs and services based on evidence of student 1 

demand and needs. 2 

(3) Colleges shall obtain prior approval and maintain approval of the MCC from the 3 

Southern Association of Colleges and Schools Commission on Colleges 4 

(SACSCOC). Programs and services provided through MCCs shall comply with 5 

The Principles of Accreditation: Foundation for Quality Enhancement of 6 

SACSCOC.  7 

(4) County government provides support for maintenance and operation of the MCC 8 

physical plant. 9 

(5) The college has developed an instructional program and services plan including, 10 

but not limited to a description of programs, staffing, and instructional support 11 

functions. 12 

(6) The SBCC determines that the MCC is unlikely to have a significant negative 13 

impact on institutions contiguous to the MCC.  The college shall consult with 14 

community college institutions contiguous to the MCC, and the community 15 

college institutions that are contiguous to the MCC may provide evidence that the 16 

MCC has or is likely to have a significant negative impact on college or program 17 

specific enrollment. 18 

(7) Students enrolled at an MCC must be able to complete at least one associate 19 

degree at the MCC. 20 

(8) Evidence that the duplication of instructional support and other cost expenses 21 

are justifiable from cost effectiveness and quality of support services 22 

perspectives. 23 

(9) The MCC must enroll a minimum of 300 (curriculum, occupational extension, or 24 

basic skills) budget FTE via face-to-face or hybrid instruction originating from and 25 

delivered at that MCC location.  If an MCC drops below the minimum budget FTE 26 

(Level I MCC minimum is 300 and Level 2 MCC minimum is 1,201), the System 27 

Office will provide the college president with a written notification that this drop 28 

occurred after that year’s budget allocations are approved by the State Board.  If 29 

the MCC’s budget FTE remains below the minimum in the subsequent fiscal 30 

year, for a Level 1 MCC, the budget allocation for that MCC will be reduced by 31 
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fifty percent (50%), and for a Level 2 MCC, the budget allocation will be reduced 1 

by 50% of the difference between Level 2 and Level 1 funding.  If the MCC’s 2 

budget FTE continues to remain below the minimum in the third fiscal year, the 3 

budget allocation for a Level 1 MCC will be eliminated, and it will no longer be 4 

designated as a MCC, and for a Level 2 MCC, the MCC will be categorized as a 5 

Level 1 MCC.  A college must follow the MCC approval process to re-establish 6 

an MCC in any future year. 7 

(10) The physical facility or facilities for the MCC must either be owned or leased 8 

on a long-term basis by the college. 9 

(d) The College of the Albemarle Dare County Campus and Gaston College Kimbrell 10 

Campus and Textile Technology Center MCCs established by the General Assembly 11 

are exempted from 1B SBCCC 200.3(c)(9). 12 

(e) Colleges shall comply with the following steps to obtain approval for MCC 13 

designation. 14 

(1) Step 1 – Initial State Board Review and Recommendation.  Community colleges 15 

seeking a MCC designation must submit their application to the State Board of 16 

Community Colleges (“State Board”) for approval by September 15th of each 17 

year.  Community colleges’ applications shall include information responding to 18 

the criteria specified in 1B SBCCC 200.3(c)(1) - (c)(10). 19 

(A) If a community college meets all of the criteria specified in 1B SBCCC 20 

200.3(c), then the State Board shall recommend approval of the MCC 21 

designation. 22 

(B) If a community college does not meet all of the criteria specified in 1B SBCCC 23 

200.3(c)(1) – (c)(10), but provides evidence of being able to meet all of the 24 

criteria by the enactment of the budget for that fiscal year, the State Board 25 

shall recommend conditional approval.  The State Board’s recommendation 26 

for conditional approval shall specify the criteria in 1B SBCCC 200.3(c)(1) – 27 

(c)(10) the college must satisfy to receive final State Board approval that is 28 

contingent upon the General Assembly appropriating funds. 29 

(2) Step 2 - Appropriation of Funds by the General Assembly.  If the State Board 30 

recommends the MCC for approval or for conditional approval, the System Office 31 
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shall include the State Board’s recommendation in the budget request provided 1 

to the Office of State Budget and Management and to the General Assembly. If 2 

the General Assembly appropriates funds for the MCC, the State Board’s 3 

recommendation moves to Step 3.  If the General Assembly does not appropriate 4 

funds, the college shall annually certify in writing to the System Office by 5 

September 15th that there are no changes in the MCC application, and the 6 

System Office shall resubmit the college’s MCC request as a part of the annual 7 

budget process in subsequent years, unless the college withdraws its request. 8 

(3) Step 3:  State Board Approval.  If the General Assembly appropriates recurring 9 

funds to support the MCC consistent with the existing funding formula and if the 10 

college satisfies any conditions specified by the State Board by the enactment of 11 

the budget for that fiscal year, the State Board shall approve the MCC 12 

designation.  If the State Board approves the MCC designation, the State Board 13 

shall allocate recurring funds to the college for the newly approved MCC. 14 

 15 

History Note: Authority G.S. 115D-5; 16 

    Eff. ________________. 17 



1B SBCCC 200.3 is proposed for adoption as follows: 
 
 

1 State Board of Community Colleges Code 
2 TITLE 1. COMMUNITY COLLEGES 
3 

4 CHAPTER B. COLLEGE OPERATIONS 
5 

6 SUBCHAPTER 200. PROGRAM ACCOUNTABILITY 
7 

8 1B SBCCC 200.3 Establishing Multi-Campus Centers 
9 (a) Definition. A multi-campus center (“MCC”) is a convenience location in the community 

10 college service area to provide appropriate population and geographic access for 

11 community outreach, testing, faculty and staff offices, as well as literacy, continuing 

12 education, and curriculum instruction. Students may complete certificates, diplomas, 

13 and associate degrees at MCC locations. Comprehensive instructional support 

14 functions including, but not limited to libraries and student development services, are 

15 parts of the operation. An MCC must provide students the opportunity to complete at 

16 least one associate degree at the MCC. 

17 (b) Purpose. The purpose of the SBCC’s policy on MCCs is to help ensure that 

18 appropriate geographic access to community college programs and services is 

19 provided to students while minimizing the unnecessary duplication and proliferation 

20 of facilities and while minimizing the negative impact on existing community college 

21 campuses and centers. 

22 (c) Establishment and Maintenance. To establish and maintain an MCC designation, 

23 colleges must satisfy all of the following criteria: 

24 (1) The MCC is established in a location that provides geographic access to 

25 community college programs and services in a location within the college service 

26 area that is at least ten (10) miles from the main campus or other MCC locations 

27 or the college must provide evidence that the MCC is established in a location 

28 where the main campus or other MCC locations cannot adequately provide 

29 community college programs and services. This provision only applies to MCCs 

30 established after the effective date of this rule. 
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1 (2) Colleges shall provide programs and services based on evidence of student 

2 demand and needs. 

3 (3) Colleges shall obtain prior approval and maintain approval of the MCC from the 

4 Southern Association of Colleges and Schools Commission on Colleges 

5 (SACSCOC). Programs and services provided through MCCs shall comply with 

6 The Principles of Accreditation: Foundation for Quality Enhancement of 

7 SACSCOC. 

8 (4) County government provides support for maintenance and operation of the MCC 

9 physical plant. 

10 (5) The college has developed an instructional program and services plan including, 

11 but not limited to a description of programs, staffing, and instructional support 

12 functions. 

13 (6) The SBCC determines that the MCC is unlikely to have a significant negative 

14 impact on institutions contiguous to the MCC. The college shall consult with 

15 community college institutions contiguous to the MCC, and the community 

16 college institutions that are contiguous to the MCC may provide evidence that the 

17 MCC has or is likely to have a significant negative impact on college or program 

18 specific enrollment. 

19 (7) Students enrolled at an MCC must be able to complete at least one associate 

20 degree at the MCC. 

21 (8) Evidence that the duplication of instructional support and other cost expenses 

22 are justifiable from cost effectiveness and quality of support services 

23 perspectives. 

24 (9) The MCC must enroll a minimum of 300 (curriculum, occupational extension, or 

25 basic skills) budget FTE. Budget FTE for the MCC includes: 1) Budget FTE earned via 
students enrolled in face-to-face or hybrid instruction originating from and 

26 delivered at that MCC location; 2) All budget FTE earned via students who enroll in one 
or more online sections and one or more face-to-face or hybrid course(s) originating from 
and delivered at that multi-campus location. If an MCC drops below the minimum budget 
FTE  

27 (Level I MCC minimum is 300 and Level 2 MCC minimum is 1,201), the System 

28 Office will provide the college president with a written notification that this drop 

29  occurred after that year’s budget allocations are approved by the State Board. If 

30  the MCC’s budget FTE remains below the minimum in the subsequent fiscal 
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31 year, for a Level 1the MCC,  the budget allocation for that MCC will be reduced by 
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1 fifty percent (50%)proportionately to the FTE decline, and for a Level 2 MCC, the budget 
allocation will be reduced 

2  by 50% of the difference between Level 2 and Level 1 funding. If the MCC’s  

331 budget FTE continues to remain below the minimum in the third fiscal year, the  

41 budget allocation for a Level 1 MCC will be eliminated, and it will no longer be 

52 designated as a MCC, and for a Level 2 MCC, the MCC will be categorized as a 

63 Level 1 MCC. A college must follow the MCC approval process to re-establish 

74 an MCC in any future year. 

85 (10) The physical facility or facilities for the MCC must either be owned or leased 

96 on a long-term basis by the college. 

107 (d) The College of the Albemarle Dare County Campus and Gaston College Kimbrell 

118 Campus and Textile Technology Center MCCs established by the General Assembly 

129 are exempted from 1B SBCCC 200.3(c)(9). 

1310 (e) Colleges shall comply with the following steps to obtain approval for MCC 

1411 designation. 

1512 (1) Step 1 – Initial State Board Review and Recommendation. Community colleges 

1613 seeking a MCC designation must submit their application to the State Board of 

1714  Community Colleges (“State Board”) for approval by September 15th of each 

1815  year. Community colleges’ applications shall include information responding to 

1916 the criteria specified in 1B SBCCC 200.3(c)(1) - (c)(10). 

2017 (A) If a community college meets all of the criteria specified in 1B SBCCC 

2118 200.3(c), then the State Board shall recommend approval of the MCC 

2219 designation. 

2320 (B) If a community college does not meet all of the criteria specified in 1B SBCCC 

2421 200.3(c)(1) – (c)(10), but provides evidence of being able to meet all of the 

2522 criteria by the enactment of the budget for that fiscal year, the State Board 

2623  shall recommend conditional approval. The State Board’s recommendation 

2724 for conditional approval shall specify the criteria in 1B SBCCC 200.3(c)(1) – 

2825 (c)(10) the college must satisfy to receive final State Board approval that is 

2926 contingent upon the General Assembly appropriating funds. 

3027 (2) Step 2 - Appropriation of Funds by the General Assembly. If the State Board 

3128 recommends the MCC for approval or for conditional approval, the System Office 
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1  shall include the State Board’s recommendation in the budget request provided 

2 to the Office of State Budget and Management and to the General Assembly. If 

3 the General Assembly appropriates funds for the MCC, the State Board’s 

4 recommendation moves to Step 3. If the General Assembly does not appropriate 

5 funds, the college shall annually certify in writing to the System Office by 

6 September 15th that there are no changes in the MCC application, and the 

7 System Office shall resubmit the college’s MCC request as a part of the annual 

8 budget process in subsequent years, unless the college withdraws its request. 

9 (3) Step 3: State Board Approval. If the General Assembly appropriates recurring 

10 funds to support the MCC consistent with the existing funding formula and if the 

11 college satisfies any conditions specified by the State Board by the enactment of 

12 the budget for that fiscal year, the State Board shall approve the MCC 

13 designation. If the State Board approves the MCC designation, the State Board 

14 shall allocate recurring funds to the college for the newly approved MCC. 

15 

16 History Note: Authority G.S. 115D-5; 

17   Eff. . 
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