MINUTES
State Board of Community Colleges
LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS COMMITTEE
Thursday, May 18, 2017 – 4:00 p.m.
LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE MEMBERS PRESENT:
Jim Rose, Chair
Lynn Raye
Lisa Estep
Darrell Saunders

Scott Shook
Clark Twiddy

Members Absent: Breeden Blackwell, Todd Johnson, and Jerry Vaughan
OTHER BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT:
Bobby Irwin
Bill McBrayer
Janet Lowder
Samuel Powell

Ann Whitford

OTHERS IN ATTENDANCE:
Jimmie Williamson
Elizabeth Grovenstein
Jennifer Haygood
Maureen Little

Sondra Jarvis
Lynn Austin (NCACCT)
Linda Suggs (Gates Fnd)

Bryan Jenkins
Shanté Martin
Mary Shuping
Chreatha Alston

CALL TO ORDER
Mr. Rose called the meeting to order at 4:00 p.m. in the Dr. W. Dallas Herring State Board Room
of the Caswell Building.
ROLL CALL
Mr. Jenkins took the roll of the Legislative Affairs Committee members.
ETHICS STATEMENT
Mr. Rose read the Ethics Awareness and Conflict of Interest Statement and asked if there were
any known conflicts. None were noted.
APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA
Mr. Rose asked for a motion to approve the agenda for the meeting on May 18, 2017. A motion
was made and the committee approved via voice vote.
APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES
Mr. Rose asked for a motion to approve the minutes for the meeting on April 20, 2017 as
presented. Ms. Lowder made a motion to approve the minutes, seconded by Mr. Ray, and the
committee approved via voice vote.
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FOR INFORMATION
North Carolina Legislative Update – 2017-19 Biennium
Ms. Shuping reviewed the 2017 Senate Budget Community College Highlights

Ms. Shuping mentioned that an exemption from transfer to the Department of Information
Technology (DIT) was requested for Community College System IT staff. Unfortunately, instead
of exempting the transfer, the timeline for transfer of IT staff was accelerated.
The Senate budget made spending reductions to the following programs:
• Bionetwork
• Child Care
• Minority Male Mentoring
The cuts the community college system received were relatively small compared to other
agencies, especially other education agencies.
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Ms. Shuping reviewed the other Key Items in the Senate Budget:

The House subcommittee spending targets are the same as the same as the Senate; therefore,
if the House wants to spend additional money, there must be corresponding cuts. There have
been conversations with Ed-Appropriation Chairs to discuss how workforce training could be
included in the House budget.
The pace in the House is fast. Spending decisions are expected by the end of the week and
special provisions decided next week. The House budget may be made public by the 29th of
May and the final budget presented to the Governor by June 15th. The speed that the
Legislature is moving makes it a challenge to talk with House members. Staff is hopeful that
there will be some movement on the $15 million for workforce funding parity in the House
budget.
Mr. McBrayer asked if the Representatives and Senators pay attention to the phone calls and
emails. Ms. Shuping said that it cannot hurt. Ms. Shuping recommended members touch base
with the legislators from their districts on the weekends when they are home. Mr. Raye
recommended getting corporate business leaders to call on the Community Colleges System’s
behalf.
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Ms. Shuping shared that SB 420 – “Governance Bill” made crossover and is in House Rules. It
was Ms. Shuping’s understanding that Chairman Shook, all efforts should be focused on the
budget. Ms. Whitford said that many of the legislators have not read the bill and are going by
what they are hearing from the trustees. Mr. Raye stated that he spoke to the trustees at South
Piedmont to assure they understood the intent of SB 420, and they agreed it is reasonable. Ms.
Whitford suggested that members could speak to local Board of Trustees and ask them to write
a letter of support. Ms. Estep said it is important for legislators and local trustees need to
understand the bill and the reasons behind it. Ms. Shuping assured the committee that since
the bill made crossover, it remains eligible for consideration through the end of short session.
President Williamson said that one of the college presidents and their board sent a letter back
to NCACCT to ask them to stop sending propaganda. At least three colleges have withdrawn
from NCACCT – Durham Technical Community College, Richmond Community College, and
Martin Community College.
In the Senate, SB 420 was a leadership sponsored bill. There is not a sponsor in the House. Ms.
Shuping said that staff has not started working the bill in the House. Mr. McBrayer asked who
would be a good champion. Ms. Shuping said that there needs to be several, and it would help
to have some of the leadership in the House supporting it.
Mr. Raye asked if we need to answer the allegations coming out to give our side? Mr. Jenkins
said that Chairman Shook has been communicating with the Presidents and asking them to
forward the information to their Board of Trustees.
The Committee also discussed the provision in the Senate budget that would direct the System
Office to develop trustee training and how it would be delivered.
Ms. Shuping also told the Committee that there is opposition to SB420 and the trustee training
provision in the Senate budget.
NEW BUSINESS

ADJOURN
There being no other business, Mr. Rose asked for a motion to adjourn. Mr. Raye motioned,
seconded by Dr. Saunders and the committee adjourned at 4:52 p.m. following a voice vote.

Respectfully submitted,
Sondra Jarvis
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